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Our Mission Statement: 
We are seeking to be 
transformed by God’s 
love so that we may 

continue the ministry 
of Jesus in our congre-
gation, community and 

world. 

I have a bad sensation in the pit of my stomach and I didnôt eat the 

volcanic burrito for lunch.  Oh, I know what its from . . . the Maryland foot- 

ball season is just around the corner.  Donôt get me wrong, Iôm not nervous  

about their win/loss record or how they will do in the ACC this year.  My  

jitters derive from the problems that have arisen in the last few years sur- 
rounding the use of our parking lots during Maryland football games. 

 

Each year, our church receives thousands of dollars in donations  

from people who park on our lot during Maryland football games.  We  

have used this money to help send our teenagers on PASSPORT mission  
trips, fund a Baptist college groups mission work in various nations and 

 accrue funds for the much needed resurfacing of our church parking lot. 

 (Weôre getting pretty close.) The money generated by ñfootball parkingò 

 as we call it has been a blessing to our congregation. 
 

Nevertheless!  In the past three years, we have encountered unmanageable partying and drink-

ing on our lots during the games.  On more than one occasion, we have called the police who have ex-

plained that the numbers of revelers were too great for them to control.  We have asked for help from 

the University and received none.  We have hired police who have been ineffective.  We have passed 

new rules banishing all alcohol and been unable to enforce them. 
 

Last year two parties became so perverse that young women were put in danger (because they 

and the young men around them were so drunk) and our parking lot was so trashed it took a crew of six, 

five hours simply to collect the beer cans.  One neighbor called me after the last blow out, described the 

illegal and immoral behavior she witnessed and said, ñI didnôt know Baptists supported that kind of 

activity.ò 
 

Our Trustees have fought valiantly to secure our lot during these games.  Six trustees against 

hundreds of young people flooding our lot with cases of beer and other intoxicating brew is not a fair 

match-up.  In a matter of minutes, the whole scene becomes a depressing mess. 
 

This year, we are taking new steps to restore order to our parking lot.  Richard Anderson has 

placed new posts in the ground so that we can rope off our lot before the games.  We are banning all 

tailgating and every form of alcohol from our lot.  Cars will be allowed on our lot only to park.  The lot 

will open for public parking two hours before each game.  Police will be hired for each game.  Since we 

are disallowing tailgating, we will reduce the price to park on our lots from $15 to $10. 
 

All of these responses will not take care of the problem, however, unless we have enough vol-

unteers to manage the lot.  We need volunteers to take the money of those wishing to park, to arrive 

early to wave cars on until the opening time, to remind those who park here that there is no tailgating, to 

tell walk-ons they cannot party on this lot any longer and to monitor the lot during the first hour of the 

game. 
 

Continued on Page 6 
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Music and  Christian Education Notes 
ñ T h e 

l i v i n g 

world is 

not óout 

th er eô 
s o m e -

w h e r e , 

but in 

y o u r 

heart.ò 

 

P a u l 

Hawken, 

a re-

nowned entrepreneur, visionary environ-

mental activist, and author of many books 

including Blessed Unrest: How the Largest 
Movement in the World Came into Being 

and Why No One Saw It Coming, gave a 

commencement address to the Class of 

2009 at the University of Portland on May 

3rd. His speech, which follows, is an inspi-

ration and invitation to live out of our 

depths and boundless hopefulness as car-

ing, connected, active people loved by the 

Creator. 

"When I was invited to give this speech, I 

was asked if I could give a simple short 

talk that was "direct, naked, taut, honest, 
passionate, lean, shivering, startling, and 

graceful." Boy, no pressure there. 
 

But let's begin with the startling part. Hey, 

Class of 2009: you are going to have to 
figure out what it means to be a human 

being on earth at a time when every living 

system is declining, and the rate of decline 

is accelerating. Kind of a mind-boggling 

situation - but not one peer-reviewed paper 

published in the last thirty years can refute 

that statement. 

Basically, the earth needs a new operating 

system, you are the programmers, and we 

need it within a few decades. 

This planet came with a set of operating 

instructions, but we seem to have mis-

placed them. Important rules like -- don't 

poison the water, soil, or air, and don't let 
the earth get overcrowded, and don't touch 

the thermostat -- have been broken. Buck-

minster Fuller said that spaceship earth 

was so ingeniously designed that no one 

has a clue that we are on one, flying 

through the universe at a million miles per 

hour, with no need for seatbelts, lots of 

room in coach, and really good food - but 

all that is changing. 

There is invisible writing on the back of 

the diploma you will receive, and in case 

you didn't bring lemon juice to decode it, I 

can tell you what it says: YOU ARE 

BRILLIANT, AND THE EARTH IS HIR-

ING. 

The earth couldn't afford to send any re-

cruiters or limos to your school. It sent you 

rain, sunsets, ripe cherries, night blooming 

jasmine, and that unbelievably cute person 

you are dating. Take the hint. And here's 

the deal: Forget that this task of planet-

saving is not possible in the time required. 

Don't be put off by people who know what 

is not possible. Do what needs to be done, 

and check to see if it was impossible only 
after you are done. 

When asked if I am pessimistic or optimis-

tic about the future, my answer is always 

the same: If you look at the science about 

what is happening on earth and aren't pes-

simistic, you don't understand data. 

But if you meet the people who are work-

ing to restore this earth and the lives of the 

poor, and you aren't optimistic, you haven't 

got a pulse. What I see everywhere in the 

world are ordinary people willing to con-

front despair, power, and incalculable odds 

in order to restore some semblance of 

grace, justice, and beauty to this world. 
The poet Adrienne Rich wrote, "So much 

has been destroyed I have cast my lot with 

those who, age after age, perversely, with 

no extraordinary power, reconstitute the 

world." There could be no better descrip-

tion. 

Humanity is coalescing. It is reconstituting 
the world, and the action is taking place in 

schoolrooms, farms, jungles, villages, 

campuses, companies, refugee camps, de-

serts, fisheries, and slums. 

You join a multitude of caring people. No 

one knows how many groups and organi-

zations are working on the most salient 
issues of our day: climate change, poverty, 

deforestation, peace, water, hunger, con-

servation, human rights, and more. This is 

the largest movement the world has ever 

seen. 

Rather than control, it seeks connection. 

Rather than dominance, it strives to dis-

perse concentrations of power. Like Mercy 

Corps, it works behind the scenes and gets 

the job done. Large as it is, no one knows 
the true size of this movement. It provides 

hope, support, and meaning to billions of 

people in the world. Its clout resides in 

idea, not in force. It is made up of teachers, 

children, peasants, businesspeople, rap-

pers, organic farmers, nuns, artists, govern-

ment workers, fisherfolk, engineers, stu-

dents, incorrigible writers, weeping Mus-

lims, concerned mothers, poets, doctors 

without borders, grieving Christians, street 

musicians, the President of the United 

States of America, and as the writer David 
James Duncan would say, the Creator, the 

One who loves us all in such a huge way. 

There is a rabbinical teaching that says if 

the world is ending and the Messiah ar-

rives, first plant a tree, and then see if the 

story is true. 

Inspiration is not garnered from the litanies 

of what may befall us; it resides in human-

ity's willingness to restore, redress, reform, 

rebuild, recover, re-imagine, and recon-

sider. "One day you finally knew what you 

had to do, and began, though the voices 

around you kept shouting their bad ad-

vice," is Mary Oliver's description of mov-
ing away from the profane toward a deep 

sense of connectedness to the living world. 

Millions of people are working on behalf 

of strangers, even if the evening news is 

usually about the death of strangers. This 

kindness of strangers has religious, even 

mythic origins, and very specific eight-
eenth-century roots. Abolitionists were the 

first people to create a national and global 

movement to defend the rights of those 

they did not know. Until that time, no 

group had filed a grievance except on be-

half of itself. The founders of this move-

ment were largely unknown - Granville 

Clark, Thomas Clarkson, Josiah Wedg-

wood - and their goal was ridiculous on the 

face of it: at that time three out of four 

people in the world were enslaved. Enslav-

ing each other was what human beings had 
done for ages.  

Continued on page 5 

 

W. Mark McIntyre, Associ-

ate Pastor for Music and 
Education 
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Deaths: Lloyd Smith, Youth 
from FBC Shreveport, LA 

Sickness, Surgery and Re-

covery: (members): Charlie 

Neidecker, Dorothy Nei-
decker, Richard Anderson, 

Susan Hoffman, Jeanette 

Holt, John Kohl, Del Harris, 
Terry Gilead, Bobbie Sulli-

van; (friends/family of 

members):Charles Rapp,   6 
Youth from FBC Shreveport, 

LA, Alice Moore, LaôKiara 

Watson, Mary Monroe,  

David Pease, Anne Clingen-

peel, Kathleen McMillan,  

Bridgett Pickett, Randy 
Springer, Dr. Dada, Elaine 

Hoffman, Maxwell 

Poindexter, Cindy Harrold, 

Carol Love, William Yancey, 
Carolyn Taylor, Brett Sherry, 

Peggy Scipio, Doris Griffin, 

Carol Benjamin,  Paul Rob-
bins, Devin Tyner, Stan 

Horyna, Non-medical 

needs: Family of Pat Camp-
bell, Quentara Foster, Rich-

ard Sullivan, Rice and Wat-

son families, Darfur; Mili-

tary: Jon Cron, Elizabeth 
Gilead, and Iraq; Home-

bound: Vida David, Evelyn 

Mellinger, Genevieve Par-
reco, Gerry Smith, Mabel 

Schlauch, Esther Schreiner, 

Maimo Welch, Adelaide 

Norman and Bill Kennedy 

Prayer Requests 

2 Ravi Amin  
Melody Bratton 

4 Alan Burton 

5 Joshua Stroup 

6 Bob Tarter 
Linda Sutton 

Ser Nam Lim 

7 Mary Smith 
8 William Yancey, Jr. 

11 Jacqueline Siem 

13 Daniel Stroup  
16 Joan Taylor 

18 Walter Smith 

20 Biddy Oke  

Gloria Karekezi  
21 Richard Anderson  

Ronke Adeniji 

22 Adebanke Adeniji 
 Grace Afolabi 

23 Ruby Haney  

Korpo Cooper 
26 Emily Young 

27 Joy Lim Aiwen  

29 Stephen Scott 

August Birthdays 

3 Brenda Pavignano-Crawford 
4 Daniel Melendez 

5 Churchill Cowell 

Phyllis Berry 

7 Karen Flores  
9            John Casey 

 Dalva Motley 

14 Marcia Warner 
 Shawn Turonis jr. 

18 Caroline Barnard 

20 David Morrison 
21 Kyla Garcelle Apagwu  

23 Adepeju Adeniji  

24 Maria Franchi 

26 Maimo Welch 
28 Kelly Turonis 

30 Jim Carothers 

31 Dana Friedeman  
Ruth Ramsey 

2009 Visitorôs Reception  
Schedule 

Date Organization Contact 

August 9 Combined 

Bible Study 

Class 

Linda Sutton 

August 23 Administrative 

Commission 

Bev  

Rodgerson 

September 

13 

Personnel 

Committee 

Anne Short  

September 

27 

Education 

Commission 

Carol Cron 

Food Pantry Update 

For the month of July, we packed 

for 25 families, feeding 92   people.  

Thank you for all your donations 

and support.  At this time, the 

pantry is well stocked.   

Attendance Update 

June Averages 
 

Worship: 113 

Bible Study: 15 

 

 

 

David Morrison  and Samina Kamal were 

married on June 27 in Washington, DC.  

The ceremony was officiated by Pastor 

John. 
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Special UBC Financial Report 
Date of Preparation - 7/23/09 

FY 09 budget:  $          392,427.61    

FY 08 Final Balance  $            14,614.76    

General Offering   Selected Designated Offerings  

Rcvd last month (6/23 - 7/23):   

Rcvd last month (6/23 - 
7/23):  

Tithes and Offerings  $            19,778.74    

Other  $              4,770.91  Fish Fry  $         257.00 

Total  $            24,549.65  Vacation Bible School  $           35.00 

Monthly budget  $            32,702.30  Community Café  $         100.00 

Income received (yr-to-date)  $          188,228.55  Rwandan Coffee  $         105.00 

Needed (yr-to-date)  $          215,017.27    

Net  $          (26,788.72)    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7   Labor Day 

Church Office 
Closed 

8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 
Autumn  

Begins 

23 24 25 26 

27 

Deacons Meet 

28 29 30    

SEPTEMBER 2009 
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And the abolitionist movement was 
greeted with incredulity. Conservative 

spokesmen ridiculed the abolitionists as 

liberals, progressives, do-gooders, med-

dlers, and activists. They were told they 

would ruin the economy and drive Eng-

land into poverty. But for the first time in 

history a group of people organized 

themselves to help people they would 

never know, from whom they would 

never receive direct or indirect benefit. 

And today tens of millions of people do 
this every day. It is called the world of 

non-profits, civil society, schools, social 

entrepreneurship, and non-governmental 

organizations, of companies who place 

social and environmental justice at the 

top of their strategic goals. The scope and 

scale of this effort is unparalleled in his-

tory. 

The living world is not "out there" some-

where, but in your heart. What do we 

know about life? In the words of biolo-

gist Janine Benyus, life creates the condi-

tions that are conducive to life. I can 

think of no better motto for a future econ-

omy. We have tens of thousands of aban-

doned homes without people and tens of 

thousands of abandoned people without 

homes. We have failed bankers advising 

failed regulators on how to save failed 
assets. Think about this: we are the only 

species on this planet without full em-

ployment. Brilliant. We have an economy 

that tells us that it is cheaper to destroy 

earth in real time than to renew, restore, 

and sustain it. You can print money to 

bail out a bank but you can't print life to 

bail out a planet. At present we are steal-

ing the future, selling it in the present, 

and calling it gross domestic product. We 

can just as easily have an economy that is 
based on healing the future instead of 

stealing it. We can either create assets for 

the future or take the assets of the future. 

One is called restoration and the other 

exploitation. And whenever we exploit 

the earth we exploit people and cause 

untold suffering. Working for the earth is 

not a way to get rich, it is a way to be 

rich. 

The first living cell came into being 

nearly 40 million centuries ago, and its 

direct descendants are in all of our blood-

streams. Literally you are breathing 

molecules this very second that were 
inhaled by Moses, Mother Teresa, and 

Bono. We are vastly interconnected. Our 

fates are inseparable. We are here be-

cause the dream of every cell is to be-

come two cells. In each of you are one 

quadrillion cells, 90 percent of which are 

not human cells. Your body is a commu-

nity, and without those other microorgan-

isms you would perish in hours. Each 

human cell has 400 billion molecules 

conducting millions of processes between 

trillions of atoms. The total cellular activ-
ity in one human body is staggering: one 

septillion actions at any one moment, a 

one with twenty-four zeros after it. In a 

millisecond, our body has undergone ten 

times more processes than there are stars 

in the universe - exactly what Charles 

Darwin foretold when he said science 

would discover that each living creature 

was a "little universe, formed of a host of 

self-propagating organisms, inconceiva-

bly minute and as numerous as the stars 
of heavenò 

So I have two questions for you all: First, 

can you feel your body? 

Stop for a moment. Feel your body. One 

septillion activities going on simultane-

ously, and your body does this so well 

you are free to ignore it, and wonder in-

stead when this speech will end. 

 

Second question: who is in charge of 

your body? Who is managing those mole-

cules? Hopefully not a political party. 

Life is creating the conditions that are 

conducive to life inside you, just as in all 

of nature. What I want you to imagine is 

that collectively humanity is evincing a 

deep innate wisdom in coming together 

to heal the wounds and insults of the past. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson once asked what 

we would do if the stars only came out 

once every thousand years. No one would 

sleep that night, of course. The world 

would become religious overnight.  

We would be ecstatic, delirious, made 

rapturous by the glory of God. Instead the 

stars come out every night, and we watch 

television. 

This extraordinary time when we are 

globally aware of each other and the mul-

tiple dangers that threaten civilization has 

never happened, not in a thousand years, 

not in ten thousand years. Each of us is as 

complex and beautiful as all the stars in 

the universe. We have done great things 

and we have gone way off course in 
terms of honoring creation. You are 

graduating to the most amazing, chal-

lenging, stupefying challenge ever be-

quested to any generation. The genera-

tions before you failed. They didn't stay 

up all night. They got distracted and lost 

sight of the fact that life is a miracle 

every moment of your existence. Nature 

beckons you to be on her side. You 

couldn't ask for a better boss. The most 

unrealistic person in the world is the 

cynic, not the dreamer. Hopefulness only 
makes sense when it doesn't make sense 

to be hopeful. This is your century. Take 

it and run as if your life depends on it." 

 

Mitakuye Oyasin: we are all related ~ 

Lakota 

If we have no peace, it is because we 

have forgotten that we belong to each 

other. ~ Mother Teresa 

Object to violence because when it ap-

pears to do good, the good is only tempo-

rary; the evil it does is permanent." ~ 

Mohandas K. Gandhi 

It's never too late to become the person 

you might have been." - George Elliot 

"A hundred years from now it will not 

matter what my bank account was, the 

sort of house I lived in, or the kind of car 
I drove.. .but the world may be different 

because I was important in the life of a 

child." Forest E. Witcraft 

Article Continued from page 2 



 

 

Recipe of the Month 

Lemon Pudding Brulee with Blueberries 
¶  

¶ 1 (3.4-ounce) box instant pudding (Jell-O) 

¶ 2 cups cold milk 

¶ 1/2 pint (about 6-ounces) fresh blueberries 

¶ 4 tablespoons of sugar 

 

In a medium mixing bowl, whisk together pudding mix 

and cold milk for 2 minutes. Place in refrigerator for 5 

minutes. Count out 12 blueberries and set aside for gar-

nish. Fold remaining berries into pudding.  

Divide pudding into 4 (8-ounce) heat proof ramekins. 

Refrigerate until ready to serve.  

To serve, sprinkle each ramekin of pudding with 1 table-

spoon of sugar. Place puddings on sheet pan and put 

under broiler for 2 to 3 minutes or until sugar has cara-

melized. (Note: rotate sheet pan under broiler so that 

sugar caramelizes evenly).   

Garnish each pudding  with remaining blueberries.   

PASSPORT MISSION TRIP 

The eight young women and two adult spon-
sors who went to Macon, Georgia to partici-

pate in the PASSPORT mission trip will report 

on their experience in our worship service on 

August 23rd.  Come and hear about the good 
work the Spirit of God has done in and 

through our outstanding teenagers and their 

superb sponsors.  

 

 

 
Maimo Welchôs new address is: 201 Edgebrook 

Drive, #201 Anderson, SC 29631. 

 
Joanne Melo was married on July 3 to Louis Mat-

thews in Mystic, CT.  The ceremony was officiated 

by Pastor John 
 

Charmain Parsad and Steven Tucker were married 

on July 11th in Greenbelt, MD. The ceremony was 

officiated by Pastor John. 

The Ties That Bind Continued from page 1 

This Sunday, sign-up sheets for each game will be available in 
the church foyer.  Please sign up to volunteer a couple of hours 

one Saturday this fall.  If you have ideas as to how make this 

project work better or serve as more of a ministry, the trustees 

encourage you to first volunteer for a Saturday so you may speak 
more from experience than from imagination.  Together, we will 

regain control of our own parking lots and make this opportunity 

a blessing rather than a bane. 
There now, I feel a little better.   
 

See you in church,  

Pastor John 

The Penny Project: Calling all Youth  
by Curtis Ramsey-Lucas 

The youth of First Baptist 
Church (FBC) in New Lon-

don, N.H., are calling the 

youth of American Baptist 

Churches USA to raise both 
money and awareness for 

children in poverty nation-

wide. 
 

In 2008, when FBC youth 

learned that 60,000 children 
were living in poverty in 

their state, they wanted to 

visualize that number. They 

decided to collect a penny to 
represent each child, so FBC 

youth canvassed the commu-

nity, asking for pennies from 
church members, schools, 

and nearby neighborhoods. 

Within six months, they 

amassed 60,000 pennies! 
 

Before donating the money 

to local food pantries, home-
less shelters, and other or-

ganizations, they raised 

awareness by taking the pen-

nies to the statehouse, where 
they met with the governor 

and state representatives. 
 

Now the youth of University 
Baptist Church are respond-

ing to the call. In the coming 

months youôll hear more 
about their participation in a 

nation-wide effort to raise 14 

million pennies to represent 
the number of children living 

in poverty in the United 

States and Puerto Rico. 
 

National Ministries, Ameri-

can Baptist Churches USA, 

has developed resources to 
assist our youth in develop-

ing their Penny Project in-

cluding a Web site to track 

amounts raised toward the 
goal of 14 million pennies. 

For more information, visit 

www.14millionpennies.org 
and start collecting those 

pennies! 

http://www.14millionpennies.org/


 

 

This month the staff would like to recognize Dana Friedeman and Pat Collins as 
our members of the month.  Dana and Pat gave up a week of their summer to spon-

sor eight teenagers on the PASSPORT mission trip to Macon, Georgia.  Not only 

did they help raise money for the mission and organize the trip, they drove the van, 

watched over the kids in route, supervised them at the camp, provided devotional 
leadership and brought them back home safely.  In addition to sponsoring this trip, 

Dana has sponsored other social excursions for our kids throughout the year, pro-

vided devotional leadership each month in the youth group meetings and served in 
our handbell choir.  Pat has served many years as a Trustee of the church (which 

involves countless hours of volunteer help) and sponsored numerous youth activi-

ties throughout the year.  So this month, when you see Dana or Pat, tell them thanks 
for all the work they do to make our church a special place. 

Announcements and Updates 

Members of the Month 

It is that time of year.  We 
will be collecting school 

supplies for our adopted 

school during the month 

of August.  Items needed 
include: paper, binders,  

spiral notebooks, pencils, 

pens, color pencils, eras-
ers, marble covered books 

and if you are not into 

shopping, checks are al-
ways welcome.  Indicate 

on your offering envelope 

that the enclosed is for 

BLMS.   
  

I will be in touch with 

Jennifer in reference to 
uniform needs.  There is 

still money from last year 

which we will use for this 
need.  If we have more 

students in need of re-

placement uniforms, you 

will be notified and in-
vited to donate at that 

time.  Please watch for 

information in the bulle-
tins during August. Thank 

you in advance for your 

assistance. 

Buck Lodge 
 Middle School  

Update by  
Terry Gilead 

 

ñPreach the 
gospel at all times. Use 
words if necessary.ò 
 
ñSatan subtracts and divides, 
God multiplies and multi-
plies.ò 

HOUSING REQUEST 

Dr. Phyllis Rodgerson Pleasants (Tom Rodger-
sonôs sister) has notified me of a former studentôs 

need of housing in our area.  Jenny Joergensen 

and her husband (a Baptist pastor in Germany) 

and their three small sons need housing near pub-
lic transportation from March through August of 

2010.  They are asking for two bedrooms.  They 

are also willing to swap homes with anyone inter-
ested in living in Germany for that time period.  

Phyllis knew it was a long shot that anyone in our 

congregation would have that kind of room for 
that length of time or want to switch homes, but 

she has passed along this request on the chance 

that someone might be interested in providing 

hospitality or taking advantage of this offer.  If 
anyone is interested in discussing this, please call 

me at 301-422-1430.  Pastor John 

Football Parking Volunteers Needed 

Sign-up sheets for people willing to volunteer to park cars during the upcoming 
Maryland football season are in the foyer.  We need at least six volunteers a Saturday 

so please volunteer today!   

Teller Needed 

We need one teller for the 
month of October and two for 

the month of December.  If you 

are currently serving as a teller 

or have served as one in the past 
and can take any one of these 

times, please see Bev Rodger-

son or call the church office at 
301-422-1430. 

Seminarian Clyde Casey will 
preach in our morning service 

on Sunday, August 16th. Please 

keep Clyde in your prayers and 

be here to support him in his 
first sermon to our church. 

Guest Preacher 

If you would like to contribute to The Evan-

gel, contact the church office or email us at 

ubc@attglobal.net.   
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Wednesday Night Service 

August 5 Prayer Meeting & Summer Book Study 7:00 p.m. 

August 12 Prayer Meeting & Summer Book Study 7:00 p.m. 

August 19 Prayer Meeting & Summer Book Study 7:00 p.m. 
August 26 Prayer Meeting & Summer Book Study 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Church Council and Commissions 

No Events Scheduled 

 
 

Youth and Other Events 

August 11 Community Café @12:00 p.m. 

August 16 Clyde Casey Preaches 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events at UBC 


