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Our Mission
Statement
We are seeking to be
transfor med
love so that we may
continue the ministry
of Jesus in our con-
gregation, community
and world.
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ISSUE The Ties That Bind February 2010
From Pastor John 1 LI, L
I had just told Karen it was going to happen, and then it did.
From Pastor Mark 2| 1 officials at the Boys and Girls Club basketball game were
Updates 3 giving the boys on the court too much leeway. Rather than call fouls
consistently and rationally, they were ignoring flagrant violations '
E«_abtrhudary/ March 3 | and allowing the young men to slam into each other on almost
rthdays every play. After one boy knocked another to the ground in pursuit
Prayer Requests 3 of a rebound and the officials kept their whistles dangling around

their necks, I turned to Kar
and then there was.

One player took a swing at another and the benches of both
teams emptied as a fight erupted. Coaches ran onto the court, not
to stop the brawl, but to enter it. Grown men were slugging teenage boys while the pa-
rents screamed at their sons to fight back. After a feeble attempt to stop the fight, the refs
ran out the door. 1 called for Aaron, who had run to the top of the bleachers to get away
from the rumble, and motioned for Josh, who was standing on the end of the court awaiting
the game he was going to play. As we moved toward the exit, | realized that the melee was
becoming more intense and feared we would have to walk through the violence to get out of
the gym. An heightened sense of alarm overwhelmed me as | watched neighborhood boys
run out the door of the gym and return
wonder if anybody had a gun.

Then, when the whole frenzied scene threaten to escalate into a full scale riot,
Oliver, the manager of the Langley Park Boys and Girls Club facility, came flying down
the stairs into the gym. He had been addressing a problem in the bathroom when the fight
broke out. Because Oliver knew the young men, he was able to discern who the hotheads
were in the crowd and isolate them. He spoke stern words to the coaches, something about
forfeiting the season, police and pressing charges and they finally remembered they were
adults. In an amazing short passage of time, Oliver had the whole gym under control.
Everyone in the place respected the man so deeply that they listened to him. He had
enough respect for them to calm them down even as he drew non- negotiable boundaries
for acceptable behavior. Teams shook hands, decided wisely to stop the game without de-
claring a winner or a loser and peace was restored.

Oliver was a peacemaker. Here | was, a pastor with a mission of reconciliation and
ygt | wag,unaple to do anything to help the situation. My intent was to get out of the place,
noty restore harmony. Oliver, with no ministerial training whatsoever, knew how to inter-

vene and promote a peaceful resolution to a ugly situation.

Rev. John P. Burns
Pastor

Continued on page 3
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Music and Christian Education Notes

A 20" Anniversary

| celebrate the 20™ anniversary of my ordination to the Gospel
Ministry today, February 4™. It is not an anniversary of employ-
ment or celebration of some outstanding achievement or great ac-
complishment. Simply, it is the day many people came together to
confirm a calling I heard from God which I could not ignore. On

W. Mark Mclntyre, Associ- this day twenty years ago, mentors, professors, colleagues, family
ate Pastor for Music and and friends came to participlate
Education R :

handso for they too believed Goc
tinct way, the people of God.
This path for my life came to me as | listened to Luke B. Smith (who would later be my Su-
pervised Ministry professor) preach in a chapel service during the first year of my seminary
experience. His text was John 21 where|  Je
to say, AFeed my sheep. 0 God struck a c¢cho
remember where | was sitting in the chapel.
I might be prone to ask, fAWell, what have
tion. The question that arises is: AWho a
back to the many hours of preparation I spent attempting to put into words what | believed,
how God was working in my life and in what ways | felt God calling me to be with the peo-
ple | would serve. Many of those question
although somewhat unmeasurable, is simple to answer. | would say | am a child of God T a
child of God who hopes that in continuing
Every year on this anniversary, Vicki sen
worl dés view on natureds finest. They are
integrity, struggle, joy, hope and love. They are also a symbol to me of the line of many
saints who prayed over me and had hands laid on them.
| look forward to the next twenty years. Structures, organizations, communications i all the
externals change. But the call to Afeed m

it?

Pastor Mark
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February Birthdays

March Birthdays

Prayer Requests

1 Carolyn Scipio

2 Katheen Hellington
Carol Hurd

5 Romain Parsad

7 Aaron Burns

Caroline Adeniji
12 Karen Krueger
Charles Adeniji
16 Ellie Tarter
19 Richard Spencer
20 Toun Oke
24 Abiola Oke

25 Susan Davis
26 Lisa Yancey
Brent Sare

27 Caitlin Stout
28 Micah Burns

Attendance Update

January Averages

Worship: 116
Bible Study: 40

The Ties That Bind
Continued from page 1

10
12
13
14
15
17
22

24
25

27
28
30
31

Wayne Bristol, Jr.
Tom Rodgerson
Barbara Dunn
Honi Gaines
Donna Beard
Amanda Parsad
Sarah Stout
Katherine Friedeman
Bill Crawford
Jennifer Gbengou
Johnny Barnard
Virginia Radisch
Nan Allison
Betty Thompson
Mary Dolan

Kris Chewning
Ray Robinson
Fran Hajdasz
Candace Holness
Cheryl Sutton
Takia Mitchell
Dupe Oke
Barbara Ellis
Carson Smith

Jon Short

Flora Mann
Shawn Turonis
Joanne Heintzelman
Charles Neidecker
Basmat Parsad

Ed Mulligan

Peacemakers exist in every
arena of life. They work at the gro-
cery store and in the post office, day
care centers and hospitals, schools
and government offices. Some
work in law enforcement, others
serve in the military and still others
are employed by the State Depart-
ment. Counselors, negotiators, me-
diators, good friends, ministers,
coaches, teachers, parents, grandpar-
ents, cooler heads, mature spirits all
help resolve disputes and instill har-
mony.

Avrticle continued on page 4

Food Pantry Update

As of January 31, we packed for 25

families, feeding 73 people.
you for all

Thank

your donations and

support. At this time, the pantry is in
need of winter staples. This includes
hot chocolate, beans, hearty soups,

etc.

Again thank you for you support,

Terry

Deaths: Evelyn Mellinger,
Sickness, Surgery and Reco
ery: (members): Susan Hoff-
man, Connie Smith, Ingrid
Boone, Nan Allison, Charlie
Neidecker, Jeanette Holt, Del
Harris, (friends/family of
memberg: Hunter James,
Gary Smith, Linda Leisz
Bockis, Kenny Horsely, Dillon
Allison,  Sharon  Galankos,
Dennis Haeder, Evelyn Og-
buneke, Edd Jacabs, Joe Curtis,
Eddie  White,  Jacqueline
Meline, Helen Holt-Peterman,
Meredith Talley, Hattie Pride,
Eric Starkey, Paul Robbins,
Stacie Taylor, Anne Clingen-
peel, Kathleen McMillan,
Bridgett Pickett, Randy
Springer, Dr. Dada, Elaine
Hoffman, Maxwell
Poindexter, Cindy Harrold,
Carroll Love, William Yancey,
Brett Sherry, Peggy Scipio,
Carol Benjamin, Devin Tyner,
Stan Horyna, Non-medical
needs: The People of Haiti,
Richard Sullivan, Rice and
Watson families, Darfur; Mili-
tary: Jon Cron, Elizabeth
Gilead, and Irag; Homebound:
Ruby Haney, Gerry Smith,
Vida David, Genevieve Par-
reco, Mabel Schlauch, Esther
Schreiner, Adelaide Norman
and Bill Kennedy

Funeral Services for Evelyn
Mellinger will be held Saturday,
February 20th at 11AM at Fort
Lincoln's, Little Chapel on the
Hill. There will be a viewing
Friday at Ga g
Home from 2-4PM and from

7-9 PM.
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Sermon Titles and Scripture Passages for

L‘J;.,L.fes That Bi nd

Sunday, February 21 Peace with God Romans 5:1-11

Sunday, February 28 Personal Peace Romans 7:15-25a
Sunday, March 7 Peace in the HouseholBphesians 2:11-22
Sunday, March 14 Kenny Swift Preache$BA

Thurs. April 1 (7:00 p.m.) Peacemakerdohn13:21-35
(service of music, testimonies and communion)
Sun., April 4 TheProclamation of Peace John 20:P3

During the season of Lent, we will focus on

Wed.-, February- 17 (700 pm) AShWedneSdaJﬁremlah 613-1561 the Sacred Work Of making peace_ Under the
(service of music, readings, meditations and communion) t he me, APeace Throu

center our worship experiences on passages of
Scripture that reve
death can bring reconciliation and peace in all
the significant relationships of our lives.

You will find a list of the sermon top-
ics and passages elsewhere in this newsletter.
On Wednesday nights, we will read the book
Same Kind of Difference as Mesge article on

Sunday, March 21 Societal Peace Jeremiah 6:16-17, 7:1-7 this elsewhere in this newsletter) and celebrate

the power Christians have to cross all barriers

Sunday, March 28 (Palm Sunday) Peace in Heavehuke 19:28-42 and make true friendships where animosity

once reigned. | encourage you to start this
journey of peace-making with our Ash
Wednesday service ( 7:00 p.m, February 17)
and continue all the way through Palm Sunday
(March 28), Maundy Thursday (April 1) and
Easter (April 4). Pastor John

FEBRUARY 2010

c

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
I 8 9 10 11 12 13
Community Cal
@ Noon
14 15 Lent Begins 16 17Dinner 5:30; 18 19 20
ValentinesDay Pr esi de Chil dés
Office Closed Ash Wednesday
Service @7PM

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Youth Group Full Wednesday

Meets @ Noor Schedule

28
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Announcements and Updates

Member of the Month

This month, the church staff would like to recognize Vicki |
Cannon Mclntyre as our member of the month. Vicki is an|
ordained minister who pr
sermons and various other ministerial duties. In addition, she
serves our church as a deacon, Sunday School teacher and
chil drends choir director
bution to the life of our church comes from her talent as a so-
loist and member of our sanctuary choir. On numerous occa- [
sions, Vicki has enriched our worship with her gifts in that |8
area. This month, when you see Vicki, thank her for all she
does to make our church a good place to worship and serve.

New Orleans Mission Trip

Thanks from Susan Hoffman

Ravi Amin and Pastor John are planning a mis-

sion trip to New Orleans to help rebuild homes de-

Dear Church Framily.| srovedbyKatrina. The trip will take place April 19-24.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for all your
prayers, cards and especially yummy meals brought to
my home. Your kindness and generosity made such a
difference to me and to my boys. | continue to heal but
it is going to take more time. | look forward to getting
better and coming back to join all of you soon.

The total cost is not yet set and depends somewhat on
our mode of transportation. If we have enough volun-
teers, we might drive our church van. If not, we will
probably fly. Accommodations are provided by non-
profit agencies in the area and range from $25 to $45 a
day for three meals and lodging. The church will help

Once in a Lifetime Opportunity by Pastor John

Same Kind of Different As Mby Denver
Moore and Ron Hall has spent 67 weeks on
the New York Times Best Sellers List. Pub-
lished in 2004, this true story of faith and
friendship formed between three people of
different races, incomes and personal histo-
ries has grown in popularity until reaching its
current position as the thirteenth best selling
non-fiction book in the United States. Sam-
uel Jackson has already signed to play the
lead role in an upcoming movie.

The book will provide one component of our
Wednesday Bible study for six weeks in Feb-
ruary and March. Each week, our discussion
will focus on readings from this inspirational
story and related passages of Scripture.

This book is so rich, however, Pastor Jean
Robinson Casey and I have decided to read it
at the same time and share our thoughts with

raise money as it is

needed, so cost

should not keep
one another. In addition, we want to give the | anyone from join-
same opportunity to members of our respec-| iNg this  mission
tive congregations. Rev Casey will invite| riP- If you are in-
volunteers from her church to pair up with| terested, see Ravi
volunteers from our church to read through| ©F Pastor John or
the book and share responses to provided| Sign-up in  the
questions through email or phone calls. Vol-| church foyer to get
unteers from our church simply need to com-| more  information
mit to reading the book in February and| ©N trip. Although
March and communi c 4 Pulding skillg;age
pald from the Mart { RBelPfYl gnyopescsan

Church a few times during the reading. Then,
to conclude this emphasis, we will travel to
the Martin Luther King Christian Church on
Sunday, March 14" at 4:30 for a service of
celebration of the experience. Volunteers do
not need to attend the celebration service to
participate in the reading program. Also, peo-
ple who do not participate in the reading can
still attend the celebration service.

find a way to make
a contribution on
this trip.

chi
ci a
t h
Ki n
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WECRE ON THE WEB!
WWW .WEAREUBC.ORG

Upcoming Events at UBC

Wednesday Night Service
February 17 Dinner
February 24 Full Schedule

Church Council and Commissions

Youth and Other Events

& Chi

dr

February 17 Ash Wednesday Service 7: 00 p.m.
February 21 Youth Group Meets @12:00 p.m.
February 27

Wednesday Night Schedulg

enbés Choir
5:30 p.m. Dinner
6: 30 p. m.
7:00 p.m. Bible Study
7:10 p.m. Sanc. Choir

Ch

QIn|l vy
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Youth Group Snow Tubing at White Tail @ 8:30 a.m.

(Contact Person: Dana Friedeman)
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