
THE EVANGEL 

From Our Pastor . . .  
 The Ties That Bind 

Univer sity  Bapt ist  Church  

January 2009 

Volume 48 Issue 1  

From Pastor John 1 

From Pastor Mark 2 

Recipe of the Month 3 

January/February 

Birthdays 

3 

Prayer Requests 3 

Financial Update 4 

Calendar 4 

UBC Updates 5 

Member of the Month 6 

Special Announce-

ment 

6 

UBC Announcements 7 

  

IN THIS  

ISSUE 

Rev. John P. Burns 

Pastor 

Our Mission Statement: 
We are seeking to be 
transformed by God’s 
love so that we may 

continue the ministry of 
Jesus in our congrega-

tion, community and 
world. 

I donôt know when ñWhy?ò became the response to every 

cultural norm.  Why should I marry?  Why should I stay 

married?  Why should I have children?  Why should I go 

to school?  Why should I vote?  Why should I show up for 

work?  Why should I pay my bills?  Why should I go to 

college?  Why should I practice sexual fidelity?  Why 

should I tell the truth?  Why should I live within my finan-

cial resources?  Why should I take care of my children?  

Why should I take care of my parents?  Why should I prac-

tice common courtesy?  Why should I sit quietly in a 

movie theater?  Why should I speak in public spaces  

without using profanity?  Why should I carry out my telephone conversations in 

private?  Why should I stay sober (at least in public)?  Why should I be a good 

neighbor?  Why should a family eat supper together?  Why should I listen to all 

sides of an issue?  I am sure that you can add your own set of ñwhyò questions. 
 

Religious habits are questioned with equal tenacity.  Why should I go to church?  

Why should I join a church?  Why do I need to be baptized?  Why follow Jesus at 

all? Why should I pray, read the Bible, trust the Bible, sing a hymn, volunteer my 

time and skills, support mission work, or worship God?  People even wonder why 

they should believe in anything or care about anyone.  Matters that used to be ac-

cepted without explanation, now are scrutinized, tested and challenged.  If a good 

reason cannot be supplied for an idea, practice or belief, many folks simply wonôt 

bother with it. 
 

You may applaud this constant questioning or be appalled by it.  Either way the 

fact remains that folks do less and less simply because some authority somewhere 

says they should.  Rather than fight this trend, I have decided to yield to it.  For the 

next two months, I will preach a series of sermons that will give some answers to 

the myriad of ñwhyò questions posed to religion and the church.  I am sure I will 

not quell every question but hopefully I will offer some helpful responses to the 

inquiries posed toward the church in our time.  If these questions are not on your 

mind, my prayer is the sermon series will provide you with some answers the next 

time someone asks you ñwhy?ò  See you in church.   

Pastor John 
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Music and  Christian Education Notes 

W. Mark McIntyre, 

Associate Pastor for 
Music and Education 

A Tropical Island Paradise 

 

     

 

    I use to watch a TV show called Gilliganôs Island. It was funny  

    and I can even quote many lines from watching episodes over and 

    over again. So as I perused a publishing houseôs Bible study 

    catalog, I was caught by surprise when I read: 

 

 

ñDid you know that the creator of Gilliganôs Island said he based the seven Castaways on 

the Seven Deadly Sins? To quote the Professor in Rescue from Gilliganôs Island: óJudging by 

our various experiences, weôre bad lessons in Lust, Greed, Envy, Sloth, Anger, Gluttony and 

Pride. The same Seven Deadly Sins that have always plagued mankind!ôò 

 

So, I reviewed the material and pondered the data in my brain about the three seasons of epi-

sodes and follow-up movies. It is true! In the rescue movie, each of the seven castaways 

comically commit the seven deadly sins on that tropical deserted isle. 

 

Most of the time, I focus on Godôs grace and the life I feel called to live in that grace. But 

the introduction to the fact that these characters were deliberately cast reflecting the seven 

deadly sins has prompted me to look more closely at what can keep one from living a life of 

grace. And that also points to thinking about the opposite of the deadly sins, the seven holy 

virtues of diligence, patience, humility, chastity, generosity, restraint and contentment. 

 

Roberta Bondi, a Professor at the Candler School of Theology, Emory University, in Atlanta, 

wrote a book entitled To Love as God Loves. I have read the book a couple times and 

thought of it as I reviewed the comical Bible study on Gilliganôs Island.  

 

Wouldnôt it be great to think of a tropical island during the coming winter months? Are you 

interested in living a life of grace? Up for a study of the seven deadly sins, the seven holy 

virtues and growing more in loving as God loves? 

 

Sign up for a seven week walk with the Skipper, Gilligan, Mr. Howell, Mrs. Howell, the 

Professor, Mary Ann and Ginger as they point us to exploring that which is deadly and holy 

for our souls. See me for times and details! 

                      

 

            Pastor Mark 
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Sickness, Surgery and Re-
covery: (members) Connie 

Smith, Mary Caponiti, Terry 

Gilead, Bobbie Sullivan; 

(friends/family of mem-

bers): Randy Springer, 

Stephanie Smith, Elizabeth 

Cook, Dr. Dada, Elaine Hoff-
man,  Maxwell Poindexter, 

Cindy Harrold, Carol Love, 

William Yancey, Carolyn 
Taylor, Brett Sherry, Charles 

Rapp, Peggy Scipio, Doris 

Griffin, Carol Benjamin,  

The Thompsons, Paul Rob-
bins, Devin Tyner, Stan 

Horyna, Ernie Teague; Non-

medical needs: Richard Sul-
livan, Anne and Phyllis 

Berry, The Foster Family, 

Rice and Watson families, 
Darfur; Military: Jon Cron, 

Elizabeth Gilead, and Iraq; 

Homebound: Joyce Casey, 

Ruby Haney, Vida David, 
Evelyn Mellinger, Genevieve 

Parreco, Gerry Smith, Mabel 

Schlauch, Esther Schreiner, 
Maimo Welch, Adelaide 

Norman, Melva Aaron and 

Bill Kennedy. 

Prayer Requests 

If you would like to contrib-

ute to The Evangel, contact 

the church office or email us 

at: ubc@attglobal.net 

1 Carolyn Scipio 
2 Kathleen Hellington 

5 Romain Parsad  

Caroline Adeniji  

Christina Coley 
7 Aaron Burns 

12 Karen Krueger  

Charles Adeniji 
16 Ellie Tarter 

19         Richard Spencer 

20 Toun Oke  
Gerald Mann 

23 Alan Gray  

24 Abiola Oke  

25  Susan Davis  
26  Lisa Yancey 

27  Caitlin Stout  

28 Micah Burns 

Recipe of the Month 

Meat Loaf  
(Recipe by Terry Gilead (Correction) 

1-1/4 lb. ground chuck 

1/3 lb. sausage 

1 onion (diced) 
1 cup bread crumbs (or cracker) 

1 cup milk 

3 eggs 

 
Combine meats.  Add onion and 

bread crumbs.  Lightly mix eggs and 

add to meat mixture.  Gradually mix 
in milk.  Put in a loaf pan, and place 

in cold oven at 350 degrees for 1 

hour.  Check and drain excess fat.  
Return to oven for approximately 1/2 

hour.  Slice and serve with your fa-

vorite side dishes. 

 
Additional Options: diced green pep-

per to taste, 1 large garlic glove 

pressed  or chopped bacon to garnish. 

Add salt and pepper for taste. 

 

This is a correction from the Novem-

ber Evangel. 

January Birthdays 

1 Jacob Burns  
3 Dorothy Neidecker 

4 Rick Anderson  

David Jenkins 

             Cheryl Jones 
7 Samuel Ramsey-Lucas  

David Scott Parsons, Jr.  

Carrie Crawford 
9 Ellie Anderson  

             Renial Parsad 

10 Paul Rodgerson 
             Cheryl (Cherry) Moore 

11 Mongah Barnard  

15 Toye Barnard  

 Leonce KoyaKosso 
16 Cecil Ramsey 

19 Fred Randall 

20 Helen Peterman  
             Carol Ramsey-Lucas 

21 Savannah Collins 

22 Genevieve Parreco 
23 Virginia Kitchen  

24 Wayne Bristol 

28 Daniel Coon  

31 Joel Mateer 
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Special UBC Financial Report  

Date of Preparation - 12/23/08 

FY 08 budget:  $            374,266.22    

     

General Offering   Selected Designated Offerings  

Rcvd last month (11/21 - 12/22):   Rcvd last month (11/21 - 12/22): 

Tithes and Offerings  $              50,891.22  Christmas baskets  $            770.00 

Other  $              78,263.62  Thailand  $       10,000.00 

Total  $            129,154.84  Investment Fund  $       26,270.00 

Monthly budget  $              31,188.85  Alliance of Baptists  $         2,927.50 

Income received to date  $            400,014.10  American Baptists  $            557.50 

Needed to date  $            391,836.13    

Treasurers Report 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7  

Wednesday Night 

Dinner@ 5:30 PM 

Bible Study @ 7PM 

 

8 9 10 

11 12 

Commissions Meet 

@ 7PM (See Chair) 

13 14 
Wednesday Night 

Dinner @ 5:30 PM 

Discipleship Class @ 

6:15 PM 

Bus. Meeting @ 7PM 

15 16 17 

18 

Youth Group 
@12:30-2:30PM 

19 20 21 
Wednesday Night 

Dinner @ 5:30 PM 

Discipleship Class 

@ 6:15 PM 

22 23 24 
Youth Group Ice 

Skating  
@2:30-4:30PM 

25 26 27 28 
Wednesday Night 

Dinner  @ 5:30 PM 

Discipleship Class 

29 30 31 

January 2009 
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UBC Updates 

Attendance Update 

December Averages 
 

Worship: 130 

Bible Study: 37 

Food Pantry Update 

As of December 30th, we packed for 20 families 

feeding 50 people.  A this time, we are in need of 

the following: individual packages of hot 

chocolate, hearty soups, and canned fruit. 

As of December 29, our church has given 

$2,645 to the International Mission work of the 

American Baptist Churches, Alliance of Bap-

tists and Southern Baptists (one donation was 

designated for them).  This amount is still short 

of our goal of $3,000.  If you havenôt made 

your gift, please do so in the month of January. 

Pledge Report Update 

As of December 23rd, over $207,000 was pledged 

toward our 2009 budget.  This is wonderful news 

since it exceeds our goal of $200,000.   Of course a 

pledge is not cash.  Now, let us all do our best to 

keep the financial pledges we have made. 

International Missions  
Offering Update 

75 people participated in our Communion Groups 

during the months of October and November.  Later 

this month, some of those groups will resume study.  

Additional groups will activate during the seven 

weeks of Lent.  Late this Spring, we hope to offer a 

new group on mediation and prayer.  Watch the bul-

letin for sign-up sheets and get involved in this 

wonderful opportunity for spiritual growth. 

Communion Group Update 

I  wish to thank everyone connected with this church for 
their love and caring thoughts. Your prayers, cards and 

telephone calls were certainly very much appreciated.  

May we as a congregation never stop caring for others 

whether we be members of UBC or someone looking for 
someone to express love and understanding to them.  

  

May you all have a blessed and happy New Year! 
  

In Christ Holy Name,  

 
Del Harris 
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Member of the Month  

This month the church staff would like to recog-

nize Grace Afolabi as our member of the month.  

Grace is one of our newer members who re-

cently agreed to serve as our Head Teller.  

Every week, the Head Teller oversees the count-

ing and reporting of the tithes and offerings 

given to our church.  Other volunteers help with 

this essential task but the Head Teller has the 

responsibility every Sunday.  In addition to this 

service, Grace sings in our choir.  This month, 

when you see Grace, please say thank you for 

her contributions to our church. 

Many churches prepare children for baptism and membership through classes designed to help them under-

stand what it means to follow Christ and belong to a church.  We want our children to receive such prepara-

tion so we will offer a class in the New Year that will inform our children on these important spiritual deci-

sions.  Each session will be taught from 6:15 until 7:00 on Wednesday nights beginning January 14 th and 

concluding February 4.  The class is designed for children in the third through seventh grades.  Please give 

careful consideration to your children participating and register them if they wish to attend.  Although it is 

not absolutely necessary for children to attend all four classes, we are hopeful they will get the full benefit 

of each session.  Following the class, there will be no formal invitation for the children to be baptized or 

join the church.  Each child will make his or her mind up about such things in their own time.  We feel they 

will make more informed decisions because of this experience.  The four sessions are as follows: 

 

Date                 Title                                                                         Teachers 

 

Jan.14th   Conversion, Baptism, Church Membership          John Burns & Karen Kruger 

Jan. 21st  Discipleship and Worship            Mark & Vicki Cannon McIntyre 

Jan. 28th  Baptist Identity & Denomination                      Curtis & Carol Ramsey-Lucas 

Feb.4 Baptist History                        John  Burns & Kenny Swift 
 

Please register the following children for these classes: 

 

Name______________________________  Age_______ 

 

Name______________________________  Age_______ 

 

Turn this registration into one of the pastors, the church office or place it in the offering plate.  If you want 

the children to eat the Wednesday meal on these nights, please remember to register them on the Wednes-

day meal sheet. 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: Childrenôs Discipleship Class  



 UBC Announcements 

UBC Family, 
 

 As we all know, losing a 

loved one can be difficult but losing 

a parent, a mother, a best friend can 

be even more  difficult especially 

around the holidays.   On behalf of 

my entire family, I would like to 

thank you all from the bottom of my 

heart for all your kind words, prayers 

and expressions of love.  There has-

n't been one day that has gone by  

since the passing of my mother that I 

have not gotten a call, a visit or a hug 

from almost each and every one of 

you.  It is those acts of love which 

have allowed me to make it through 

each day. It is those acts of love that 

has made it a little less difficult to 

deal with.  

 

  Over a year ago, I remember 

questioning the decision I made to 

work here. I really needed a job, but 

I wasn't sure if my personality would  

fit in. I didn't know what God had in 

store for me, but I was willing to fol-

low his lead. I kept thinking things 

like; would I say or do the wrong 

thing, is this position fulfilling 

enough for me? etc.   You see God is 

so good, not only  didnôt  any of that 

matter, but   you've all  treated me 

like family.  Not just us, but any one 

else who comes and visits with us.   I 

know why I am here at UBC.  God 

puts people in your life to help you 

through  times like this. Because of 

you and your comforting words, I 

can begin to pick up the pieces and 

move on.  Your words  and prayers 

helped me to realize how much God 

loves us and how he is always here 

for us.  Words can not express my 

deep appreciation.  Most   of you 

have been in my shoes. You have 

lost a loved one or a parent and you 

The pastor has asked Kenny Swift to preach on 

Sunday, January, 18th in honor of Dr. Martin 

Luther King's birthday.  Please pray for Kenny 

as he brings us a word from God on that signifi-

cant weekend. 

Dr. Martin L. King Jr. Birthday 

The church is in need of volunteers to serve on the following 

commissions: 
 

 Ministry: . Organizes our ministry to the community through 

Warm Nights, Community Cafe, Thanksgiving and Christmas 

baskets, food pantry. 
 

Education:.  Organizes Sunday School, Vacation Bible School 

and various Bible and book studies. 
 

Administrative:   Oversees our budget and finances. 
 

Kitchen Committee:  Provides kitchen services for Wednesday 

nights and special events. 
 

Personnel:  Oversees issues pertaining to ministers and staff. 
 

Grounds:  Manages the upkeep of the land around our building. 
 

Media Center:  Organizes our media center/library. 
 

If you have interest in serving on any of these essential groups, 

please email the pastor at john.ubc@attglobal.net or circle your 

area of interest, sign this sheet and give it to the church office. 

Commission Volunteers Needed 

somehow managed to go on living and continue to praise 

God, even through the most difficult of  times. 
   

 You have shared your experiences with me and they 

have given me additional strength. I know that I can and 

will be ok.   
 

 Again thank you all for your kind words, prayers 

and calls.  Have a blessed New Year! 

Love, Desa J. 

mailto:john.ubc@attglobal.net
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Wednesday Night Service 
January 7  Full Wednesday Night Schedule/No Childrenôs Choir  

January 14 Full Wednesday Night Schedule/No Childrenôs Choir  

January 21  Full Wednesday Night Schedule/No Childrenôs Choir  

January 28 Full Wednesday Night Schedule/No Childrenôs Choir  
 

Church Council and Commissions 
January 12 Commissions Scheduled to Meet (Check with Chair) 
 

Youth and Other Events 
January 14 Childrenôs Discipleship Class (Conversion, Baptism, Church Membership)* 
January 18 Youth Group** 
January 21 Childrenôs Discipleship Class (Discipleship & Worship)* 
January 24 Youth Group Ice Skating** 
January 28 Childrenôs Discipleship Class (Baptist Identity & Denomination)* 
February 4 Childrenôs Discipleship Class (Baptist History)* 
 

**For Youth Events, Contact Dana Friedeman** 

* For Childrenôs Discipleship Class Information See Page 6* 

 
 

Upcoming Events at UBC 

Wednesday Night Schedule 
 

Dinner: 5:30 p.m. 
Prayer Meeting: 6:30 p.m. *Childrenôs Choir will resume Feb. 11th* 
Bible Study: 7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir: 7:10 p.m. 


