e

THE EVANGEL

University Baptist Church

Notes Continued

Events

IN THIS From Our Pastor ... Volume 49 Issue 7
ISSUE The Ties That Bind July 2010
From Pastor John 1 I still remember white shoes and sweat. In the summer of 1970, bl B "
From Pastor Mark > [ jgined the Silv.er Sabre’s Drpm and Bugle Corp. We went all over the
Midwest marching in competitions with corps from Chicago, Madison,
Updates 3 |Omaha and Des Moines. When we didn’t have a competition to attend, we
marched in parades. It seemed like every little town in Kansas had a pa-
July/August 3 Irade to celebrate a Founders’ Day, Heritage Festival, County Fair or the 4"
Birthdays of July and we marched in them all.
Prayer Requests 3 Our uniforms consisted of tall white hats like those worn by the

Music and Education 4
Member of the Month 5
Announcements 5
Other Announcements 5

Upcoming July 6

[

Our Mission

Statgment:

We arg sgeking to be
transformed by God’s
love so that wg magy
continug thg ministry
of Jgsus in our con-
gregation, community
and world.

guards at Buckingham Palace, black shirts, white belts with silver buckles,
white pants with black stripes and white shoes. Every Friday night, I had to
work for what seemed like hours to make sure those shoes gleamed. Then,

as soon as the parade started, I’d step in water, tall grass or whatever the hor-
ses ahead of us left behind and all my work would be ruined.

Even when the temperature fell to a breezy 85, the black shirts and awkward hats seemed to
absorb every degree of heat on the parade route. When the thermometer rose to over a hundred,
which it usually did by parade time, the heat was dangerous enough to cause one to collapse. Suf-
fice it to say that within one block of the parade route, I was soaked from the inside out.

To all those gathered to watch the parade, the Silver Sabre Drum and Bugle Corp was a
band of sharply dressed musicians gathered to contribute to the festivities of the day. Folks sipping
cold drinks and enjoying the music applauded and waved. For them the parade was a joyful cele-
bration. They thought marching in a parade was an honor and a privilege. For me, it was a forced
march through searing heat in uncomfortable shoes.

Sometimes I think about that contrast of experiences when I look out on our congregation
on Sunday mornings. From the outside looking in, many people in our church seem to be sharply
dressed folks gathered for the worship experience of our church. Each Sunday, people greet each
other, wave and sometimes even applaud. I know, however, that many who gather here every Sun-
day are using every ounce of energy they can find just to make it through the fierce heat of their
lives.

Almost every Saturday back in the summer of 1970, as I kept putting one foot in front of
the other, I wished that someone along the parade route would run up to me and say, “son, its too
hot to be dressed like that. Take that stupid hat off. Put on a t-shirt and some shorts and get out of
those ridiculous shoes. Have some lemonade and come sit in the shade and then go play your bugle
if you like.” Of course they never did. They probably never had an inkling of how hard those
events were for me.

Almost every Sunday, there are folks gathered in our church who wish someone would
come up and say, “I know you’re going through a tough patch right now. If you need a friend to
talk to, I’'m here. If you need some help call on me. If you need a break, let me know. Take a load
off. Get out of those ridiculous shoes. Come and eat with me, catch your breath and then maybe
you’ll have the strength for the rest of the journey.” Look around you. Don’t be fooled by the uni-
form.

Pastor John
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W. Mark Mcintyre, Associate
Pastor for Music and Education

“The living world is not ‘out there’
somewhere, but in your heart.”

Paul Hawken, a renowned entrepreneur,

was so ingeniously designed that no one
has a clue that we are on one, flying
through the universe at a million miles per
hour, with no need for seatbelts, lots of
room in coach, and really good food - but
all that is changing.

There is invisible writing on the back of
the diploma you will receive, and in case
you didn't bring lemon juice to decode it, |
can tell you what it says: YOU ARE
BRILLIANT, AND THE EARTH IS HIR-
ING.

The earth couldn't afford to send any re-
cruiters or limos to your school. It sent you
rain, sunsets, ripe cherries, night blooming

visionary environmental activist, and au- jasmine, and that unbelievably cute person
thor of many books including Blessed Un-you are dating. Take the hint. And here's
rest: How the Largest Movement in tike deal: Forget that this task of planet-
World Came into Being and Why No Osaving is not possible in the time required.

Saw It Coming gave a commencement
address to the Class of 2009 at the Univer-
sity of Portland on May 3™. His speech,
which follows, is an inspiration and invita-
tion to live out of our depths and boundless
hopefulness as caring, connected, active
people loved by the Creator.

"When I was invited to give this speech, I
was asked if I could give a simple short
talk that was "direct, naked, taut, honest,
passionate, lean, shivering, startling, and
graceful." Boy, no pressure there.

But let's begin with the startling part. Hey,
Class of 2009: you are going to have to
figure out what it means to be a human
being on earth at a time when every living
system is declining, and the rate of decline
is accelerating. Kind of a mind-boggling
situation - but not one peer-reviewed paper
published in the last thirty years can refute
that statement.

Basically, the earth needs a new operating
system, you are the programmers, and we
need it within a few decades.

This planet came with a set of operating
instructions, but we seem to have mis-
placed them. Important rules like -- don't
poison the water, soil, or air, and don't let
the earth get overcrowded, and don't touch
the thermostat -- have been broken. Buck-
minster Fuller said that spaceship earth

Don't be put off by people who know what
is not possible. Do what needs to be done,
and check to see if it was impossible only
after you are done.

When asked if | am pessimistic or optimis-
tic about the future, my answer is always
the same: If you look at the science about
what is happening on earth and aren't pes-
simistic, you don't understand data.

But if you meet the people who are work-
ing to restore this earth and the lives of the
poor, and you aren't optimistic, you haven't
got a pulse. What I see everywhere in the
world are ordinary people willing to con-
front despair, power, and incalculable odds
in order to restore some semblance of
grace, justice, and beauty to this world.
The poet Adrienne Rich wrote, "So much
has been destroyed I have cast my lot with
those who, age after age, perversely, with
no extraordinary power, reconstitute the
world." There could be no better descrip-
tion.

Humanity is coalescing. It is reconstituting
the world, and the action is taking place in
schoolrooms, farms, jungles, villages,
campuses, companies, refugee camps, de-
serts, fisheries, and slums.

You join a multitude of caring people. No
one knows how many groups and organi-
zations are working on the most salient
issues of our day: climate change, poverty,
deforestation, peace, water, hunger, con-

servation, human rights, and more. This is
the largest movement the world has ever
seen.

Rather than control, it seeks connection.
Rather than dominance, it strives to dis-
perse concentrations of power. Like Mercy
Corps, it works behind the scenes and gets
the job done. Large as it is, no one knows
the true size of this movement. It provides
hope, support, and meaning to billions of
people in the world. Its clout resides in
idea, not in force. It is made up of teachers,
children, peasants, businesspeople, rap-
pers, organic farmers, nuns, artists, govern-
ment workers, fisherfolk, engineers, stu-
dents, incorrigible writers, weeping Mus-
lims, concerned mothers, poets, doctors
without borders, grieving Christians, street
musicians, the President of the United
States of America, and as the writer David
James Duncan would say, the Creator, the
One who loves us all in such a huge way.

There is a rabbinical teaching that says if
the world is ending and the Messiah ar-
rives, first plant a tree, and then see if the
story is true.

Inspiration is not garnered from the litanies
of what may befall us; it resides in human-
ity's willingness to restore, redress, reform,
rebuild, recover, re-imagine, and recon-
sider. "One day you finally knew what you
had to do, and began, though the voices
around you kept shouting their bad ad-
vice," is Mary Oliver's description of mov-
ing away from the profane toward a deep
sense of connectedness to the living world.

Millions of people are working on behalf
of strangers, even if the evening news is
usually about the death of strangers. This
kindness of strangers has religious, even
mythic origins, and very specific eight-
eenth-century roots. Abolitionists were the
first people to create a national and global
movement to defend the rights of those
they did not know. Until that time, no
group had filed a grievance except on be-
half of itself.

Continued on page 4

This article is a reprint from August 2009
Evangel
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July Birthdays August Birthdays Prayer Requests
5 Bob Davis 3 Brenda Pavignano-Crawford Deaths: Jean Parker, Carol
Susan Harris 4 Daniel Melendez Love, Sickness, Surgery and
6 Jessica Lange-Beardsley 5 Churchill Cowell Recovery: (members): Joel
7 Sharon Hauge Phyllis Berry Mateer, Lashema  Watson,
8 Robbie Davis 7 Karen Flores Genevieve Parreco, Virginia
Rhonda Coon 9 John Casey Kitchen, Susan Hoffman, Con-
9 Curtis Ramsey-Lucas Dalva Motley nie Smith, Nan Allison, Del
Kenneth Swift 14 Marcia Warner Harris, (friends/family of
10 Elizabeth Gilead Shawn Turonis Jr. membery: BJ Green, Nan
Bosede Adeniji 20 David Morrison Helm, Staria Alexander,
11 Kettline Apagwu Sharna Lockheart Shirley Reid, Sandy Jones,
JA-Kobe W. Wiggins 71 Kyla Garcelle Apagwu Ronda Lennon, Michelle Flo-
13 Judy Buckner 23 Adepeju Adeniji res, Steve Thaxton, Doris Lane,
14 Mark MclIntyre 24 Maria Franchi Sharon  Galankos,  Dennis
Stephen Hatos 28 Kelly Turonis Haeder, Evelyn Ogbuneke,
15 Charlie Helms 30 Jim Carothers Edd Jacobs, Jacqueline Meline,
16 Joseph Beah 31 Dana Friedeman Meredith Talley, Hattie Pride,
17 Doris Dowling Ruth Ramsey Eric Starkey, Paul Robbins,
18 Connie Smith Stacie Taylor, Anne Clingen-
20 Joe Shadrick peel, Kathleen McMillan,
21 Ruthie Anderson Bridgett Pickett, Rand
27 Diane Casey Attendance Update Sprir%ger, Dr. Dada, Elainz
Hoffman, Maxwell
June Averages Poindexter, Cindy Harrold,

Comedy Corner

Wisdom From the Home Front
What Every New Parent
Should Know
“There is no such thing as child
proofing your home.”

“When you hear the toilet flush and
the words Uh-oh, it’s really too
late.”

“Ditto Tarzan.”

“You probably don’t want to know
what that odor is.”

“Quiet does not necessarily mean
don’t worry.”

“A good sense of humor will get
you through most problems in life
(unfortunately, mostly in retro-
spect).”

Worship: 123
Bible Study: 35

URGENT NEED!!!

We still need substitutes for the Food

Pantry. The Food Pantry is open Mon-

day thru Friday from 1:30PM to
3:30PM.
please contact Terry Gilead at 301-422-

If available and interested,

1430.

Food Pantry Update

For the month of June, we packed for
17 families, feeding 61 people. Thank

you for all your donations and support.
At this time, the pantry is well stocked.
Again thank you for you support,

Terry

Carroll Love, William Yancey,
Brett Sherry, Peggy Scipio,
Carol Benjamin, Devin Tyner,
Stan Horyna, Non-medical
needs: The Family of Aldrina
Maiden, The White family,
The People of Haiti, Richard
Sullivan, Rice and Watson
families, Darfur; Military: Jon
Cron, Elizabeth Gilead, and
Iraq; Peace Corp:Anna Cow-
ell, Homebound: Gerry Smith,
Vida David, Esther Schreiner,
Adelaide Norman and Bill
Kennedy, Thanksgivings: The
Marriage of Tamara Singleton
& Olusegun Goyea; No major
health concerns for Kathleen
Hellington
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The founders of this movement were
largely unknown - Granville Clark, Tho-
mas Clarkson, Josiah Wedgwood - and
their goal was ridiculous on the face of it:
at that time three out of four people in the
world were enslaved. Enslaving each other
was what human beings had done for ages.

And the abolitionist movement was
greeted with incredulity. Conservative
spokesmen ridiculed the abolitionists as
liberals, progressives, do-gooders, med-
dlers, and activists. They were told they
would ruin the economy and drive Eng-
land into poverty. But for the first time in
history a group of people organized them-
selves to help people they would never
know, from whom they would never re-
ceive direct or indirect benefit. And today
tens of millions of people do this every
day. It is called the world of non-profits,
civil society, schools, social entrepreneur-
ship, and non-governmental organizations,
of companies who place social and envi-
ronmental justice at the top of their strate-
gic goals. The scope and scale of this ef-
fort is unparalleled in history.

The living world is not "out there" some-
where, but in your heart. What do we
know about life? In the words of biologist
Janine Benyus, life creates the conditions
that are conducive to life. I can think of no
better motto for a future economy. We
have tens of thousands of abandoned
homes without people and tens of thou-
sands of abandoned people without homes.
We have failed bankers advising failed
regulators on how to save failed assets.
Think about this: we are the only species
on this planet without full employment.
Brilliant. We have an economy that tells
us that it is cheaper to destroy earth in real
time than to renew, restore, and sustain it.
You can print money to bail out a bank but
you can't print life to bail out a planet. At
present we are stealing the future, selling it
in the present, and calling it gross domes-
tic product. We can just as easily have an
economy that is based on healing the fu-
ture instead of stealing it. We can either
create assets for the future or take the as-
sets of the future. One is called restoration
and the other exploitation. And whenever
we exploit the earth we exploit people and
cause untold suffering. Working for the

earth is not a way to get rich, it is a way to
be rich.

The first living cell came into being nearly
40 million centuries ago, and its direct
descendants are in all of our bloodstreams.
Literally you are breathing molecules this
very second that were inhaled by Moses,
Mother Teresa, and Bono. We are vastly
interconnected. Our fates are inseparable.
We are here because the dream of every
cell is to become two cells. In each of you
are one quadrillion cells, 90 percent of
which are not human cells. Your body is a
community, and without those other mi-
croorganisms you would perish in hours.
Each human cell has 400 billion molecules
conducting millions of processes between
trillions of atoms. The total cellular activ-
ity in one human body is staggering: one
septillion actions at any one moment, a
one with twenty-four zeros after it. In a
millisecond, our body has undergone ten
times more processes than there are stars
in the universe - exactly what Charles Dar-
win foretold when he said science would
discover that each living creature was a
"little universe, formed of a host of self-
propagating organisms, inconceivably
minute and as numerous as the stars of
heaven”

So I have two questions for you all: First,
can you feel your body?

Stop for a moment. Feel your body. One
septillion activities going on simultane-
ously, and your body does this so well you
are free to ignore it, and wonder instead
when this speech will end.

Second question: who is in charge of
your body? Who is managing those mole-
cules? Hopefully not a political party. Life
is creating the conditions that are condu-
cive to life inside you, just as in all of na-
ture. What I want you to imagine is that
collectively humanity is evincing a deep
innate wisdom in coming together to heal
the wounds and insults of the past.

Ralph Waldo Emerson once asked what
we would do if the stars only came out
once every thousand years. No one would
sleep that night, of course. The world
would become religious overnight.

We would be ecstatic, delirious, made

rapturous by the glory of God. Instead the
stars come out every night, and we watch
television.

This extraordinary time when we are glob-
ally aware of each other and the multiple
dangers that threaten civilization has never
happened, not in a thousand years, not in
ten thousand years. Each of us is as com-
plex and beautiful as all the stars in the
universe. We have done great things and
we have gone way off course in terms of
honoring creation. You are graduating to
the most amazing, challenging, stupefying
challenge ever bequested to any genera-
tion. The generations before you failed.
They didn't stay up all night. They got
distracted and lost sight of the fact that life
is a miracle every moment of your exis-
tence. Nature beckons you to be on her
side. You couldn't ask for a better boss.
The most unrealistic person in the world is
the cynic, not the dreamer. Hopefulness
only makes sense when it doesn't make
sense to be hopeful. This is your century.
Take it and run as if your life depends on
it."

Mitakuye Oyasin: we are all related ~ La-
kota

If we have no peace, it is because we have
forgotten that we belong to each other. ~
Mother Teresa

Object to violence because when it ap-
pears to do good, the good is only tempo-
rary; the evil it does is permanent." ~ Mo-
handas K. Gandhi

It's never too late to become the person
you might have been." - George Elliot

"A hundred years from now it will not
matter what my bank account was, the sort
of house I lived in, or the kind of car I
drove.. .but the world may be different
because I was important in the life of a
child." Forest E. Witcraft

Pastor Mark

This article is a reprint from August 2009
Evangel
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Announcements and Updates

Member of the Month

Once again this month, the church staff would like to honor someone who is not technically a member of the
church. Btissam El Hassar has been participating in our church for several years. She has been a faithful wor-
shiper each Sunday and a delightful member of our Wednesday night Bible study. Most importantly, she has been
a good friend who has shared of her faith journey openly and helpfully with all who have taken the time to get to
know her. Btissam is going back to her home country of Morocco this month. Her last Sunday will probably be
July 18. We will miss her greatly. So when you see her in July tell her thank you for all she has brought to our

church and assure her of your prayers.

Pardon Our Progress

Several construction projects will be underway during
the month of July. T-Mobile is running new wires to
their tower. University College is replacing our
drainage pipe with a larger, newer one. It will run
underneath our back parking lot. After those projects
are concluded, both driveways and the back parking
lot will be paved and striped. By mid-August, we
should have a new look and be ready to extend hospi-
tality to members and visitors. Until then, things
might be a little messy, so, pardon the progress. Oh,
by the way, the new parking lot will cost the church
$47,000 so this would be a good time to make an ex-
tra contribution to our capital improvement fund.

Annual Fish Fry and
Business Meeting Postponed

The July Fish Fry has been postponed because of uncertain
construction schedules and the Business Meetinghas been
rescheduled for Wednesday, July 28at 7PM.

PASSPORT 2010

Law Suit

The church was recently sued by a man who fell go-
ing out of the back door of the church. He dropped a
young man off at one of the AA groups and stumbled
as he stepped out our back door. A jury found the
church guilty of negligence because we did not have a
“watch your step” sticker on the back door and
awarded the plaintiff over $40,000 to pay for his
medical bills and trauma. Our insurance company is
appealing the verdict. If the appeal is denied, the in-
surance company will pay the award. We have put up
new stickers and improved our lighting to avoid a
repeat of this problem in the future.

On Monday, July 26", thirteen teenagers and three adult
sponsors will head to Boston for a week of mission work,
worship, recreation and spiritual growth. Please be in
prayer for Dana Friedeman, Pat Collins and Shawn Tu-
ronis as they guide our youth: Savannah Collins, Gracie
Collins, Angelou, Faith Karekezi, Jennifer Gbengou, Eva
Endeni, Fidji Endeni, Christy Apagwu, Ja-Kobe Wiggins,
Shawn Turonis, Matthew Mclntyre, Noah Ramsey-Lucas
and Jacob Burns on this very important trip.

Photo Display Project

Thanks to all who have helped and participated in our
Members and Friends Photo Display project. If your pic-
ture has not yet been taken, we really would like to include
you too. See Sharon Scott after service simply call or
email her at sscott7100@msn.com. Arrangements can be
made to visit you at home if getting to church is difficult.

Hair Ministry

Kathleen Hellington is offering a new ministry to people who, because of financial difficulties, cannot afford to get
their hair cut or colored. She is willing to cut or color hair without charge on Monday mornings in a room at our
church for those without funds to pursue such services elsewhere. If you are interested see Kathleen or give the
church office a call.
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Upcoming Events at UBC

Wednesday Night Service Wednesday Night
July 7 Summer Schedule Summer Schedule
July 14 Summer Schedule

July 21 Summer Schedule

July 28 Summer Schedule 7PM Prayer Meeting &

Bible Study

Church Council and Commissions

No Meetings Scheduled

Youth and Other Events

July 18 PASSPORT Meeting @12:30
July 25 Baby Dedication

July 26-31 PASSPORT Mission Trip
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