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Our Mission Statement:
We arg seeking to be
transformed by God’s

love so that wg mag con-
tinug theg ministry of Je-

sus in our congregation,
commaunity and world.
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A few weeks ago, during our Wednesday night Bible — |Ea——"
study, we read a poem/prayer by Ranier Maria Rilke. The deep- 5/ A
ly devoted follower of Christ wrote that he could encounter God 1 /
Al f only f or o nnoteuité ightandehe vehy S
thscoul d be muted. o Il n esse
his critical mind (always seeing things as not quite right and won-Ji&&
dering why this) keeps him from experiencing the wonder of
Godds presence.

Thanksgiving is the anti-dote to a critical mind. When Rev. John P. Burns
we gather with family and friends to offer gratitude for all God Pastor
has done for us, our spirits are planted firmly in the goodness of God and the life he
has given us instead of in the muddle of our daily gripes and groans.

Unfortunately, it is possible to bring our critical spirits to a celebration as pure
and holy as Thanksgiving. The turkey may be seen as dry, the yams too sweet and the

gravy, | umpy. We can focus on those

of embracing those who did. Even on Thanksgiving, the weather can be dreary, the
tablecloth hard to iron, the dining room too small and the children too noisy for an af-
ter dinner nap. If we are not careful, the day set aside to say thanks can become just

one more day to focus on the fAnot qui

The church can help us eschew this critical spirit and get Thanksgiving off on
the right foot. At 8:30 a.m., our deacons will serve a light breakfast in the fellowship
hall. Following the continental style buffet, we will sing hymns of praise to God, hear
testimonies of what the Lord has done for us, say prayers of appreciation to the Lord
and celebrate Christodos death and r e
Then, a few minutes before 10:00 a.m., we will join hands, sing another hymn of
praise and head into the rest of the day, focused on the goodness of God.

Come be a part of this beautiful beginning to a wonderful day. There is a
nominal charge for tickets to the breakfast. You may purchase tickets any Sunday in
November from the deacons. This ye
rob you of the joy of one of the holiest days of the year. Start your day with fellow-
ship, worship and communion with your brothers and sisters in Christ and truly ex-
perience the blessings of Thanksgiving Day.

John
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Page The Evangel

Music and Christian Education Notes

LONGING (continued from the October Evange)

C. S. Lewis, the author of the Chronicles of Narniaand many other books on the Chris-
tian 1ife, describes our hunger, 0 U'he
Pil gri mds aRengorveesls about pilgrim Johnda
expresses this deepest thirst as the longing to return home and be reunited with God.

ifThe books or the music in which we t
trust to them; it was not in them, it only came throughthem, and what came through them
was longing. These things T the beauty, the memory of our own past I are good images of
what we really desire; but if they are mistaken for the thing itself, they turn into dumb idols,
breaking the hearts of their worshippers. For they are not the thing itself; they are only the
scent of a flower we have not found, the echo of a tune we have not heard, news from a country we have never yet vis-
ited....And you and I have need of the strongest spell that can be found to wake us from the evil enchantment of worldliness
which has been laid upon us for nearly a hundred years. Almost our whole education has been directed to silencing this shy,
persistent, inner voice; almost all our modern philosophies have been devised to convince us that the good of man is to be
found on this earth. o

W. Mark Mclintyre, Associ-
ate Pastor for Music and
Education

Ai...our |l onging to be reunited with something in th
which we have always seen from the outside, is no mere neurotic fancy, but the truest index of our real situa-

tion. 0

character Psyche in Till We Have Faces

Aé0Orual , 6 she said, her eyes shining, 6l am going,
all the stories of my gold and amber house, up there against the sky, where we thought we should never really go? The greatest
King of all was going to build it for me. If only you could believe it, Sister! No, listen. Do not let grief shut up your ears and
harden your hearti & 0

Adlnyheart that is hardened?60

AédNever to me; nor mine to you at all. But | isten.
But they say whose. If they had chosen any other in the land, that would have been only terror and cruel misery. But they
chose me. And I am the one who has been made ready for it ever since I was a little child in your arms, Maia. The sweetest
thing in all my life has been the longing i to reach the Mountain, to find the place where all the beauty came from 7 6 0

Much crowds around and in our hearts. As our hearts long for God, we have to intentionally create space in our sched-
ul es, | i ves, and heart so there can be room for G

Remember what it is like to feel hungry or thirsty. Recall the greatest hunger for food or thirst for water you have ever
had. How did it feel? How do you think you woul d
Are you aware of your heartds |l onging for God? |
hunger, thirst, l ongi ng, yearning or something e
more aware of your longing and that your heart will become a place of invitation for the Divine to reside in you. And
remember: the longing is a way God is calling you back to God.

Pastor Mark

from The Weight of Glory
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OQur own | onging, this deepest thirst, is a way God c
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November Birthdays

December Birthdays

Prayer Requests

1 Craig Sonnemann 1 Tracey Taylor

3 Lasheema Watson Sharon Scott

5 Vida David ' Patrick Collins

6 Grace Lynn Collins o) Charles Mulchi

7 Jim Morrison 3 Cecelia Whettstone
Bee Koon See 4 Etienne Karekezi

8 Hetty Shear 4 Joanna Burns

10 Benny Ramdas Crystal Mitchell

15 Alyssa Heintzelman 6 Gail Salgado

18 Jerry Buckner 7 Beth Anne Coon
Philomene Koya 8 Joan Mulligan

19 Stephen Toward 9 Alton Beard

21 Jonah Ramsey-Lucas Abiodun Ogunmola

22 Judy Shadrick 13 Carly Rodgerson
Bobbie Sullivan Chris Dolan

23 Benjamin Warner Rebecca Cowell

26 Jeanette HOlt 17 Alexander John Casey
Gerry Smith Joanne Mealo
Liz Young 24 Emmanuel Oke

28 Jean-Jacques Endene 29 Nancy Davis

29 Julia Franchi Magee Patch

30 Del Harris Taylor Tarter
Bev Rodgerson 31 David Parsons
Ayo Ogunmola

. Attendance Update
Thank You UBC Family -
Dear UBC Famly, October Averages

Mere words cannot even begin to ex-
press my gratitude for the kindness and
caring you have shown to me and my
family. Iam deeply touched. The senti-
ments in your cards encourage me, your
prayers strengthen me, the scriptures
you shared give me hope, your visits
and calls lifted me, the delicious meals
prepared nourished us when no one
wanted to even think about "what's for
dinner"? With a loving God and a lov-
ing church family, I truly know that I
don't have to walk this journey alone.

Love much,
Ingrid Boone

Worship: 139
Bible Study: 48

Food Pantry Update

For the month of October, we packed
for 19 families, feeding 59 people.
Thank you for all your donations and
support. At this time, the pantry is in
need of hot chocolate, canned peaches
and pears.

Again thank you for you support,

Terry

Deaths: Dorris Griffin, Sick-
ness, Surgery and Recovery:
(members):  Evelyn Mellin-
ger, Connie Smith, Peggy
Mulchi, Ingrid Boone, Nan
Allison, Dorothy Neidecker,
Fran Hajdasz, Jeanette Holt,
Del Harris, Terry Gilead,
(friends/family of members):
Tym Johnson, Evelyn Og-
buneke, Edd Jacobs, Joe Curtis,

Eddie = White,  Jacqueline
Meline, Zackary Dreston,
Helen Holt-Peterman, Meredith
Tall ey, L a 6 KJi

Hattie Pride, Michelle Flores,
Eric Starkey, Paul Robbins,
Charles Rapp, Stacie Taylor,
Anne Clingenpeel, Kathleen
McMillan, Bridgett Pickett,
Randy Springer, Dr. Dada,
Elaine Hoffman, Maxwell
Poindexter, Cindy Harrold,
Carroll Love, William Yancey,
Carolyn Taylor, Brett Sherry,
Peggy Scipio, Carol Benjamin,
Devin Tyner, Stan Horyna,
Non-medical needs: Courtney
Jordan, Family of Pat Camp-
bell, Quentara Foster and Fam-
ily, Richard Sullivan, Rice and
Watson families, Darfur; Mili-
tary: Jon Cron, Elizabeth
Gilead, and Iraq; Homebound:
Gerry Smith, Vida David,
Genevieve Parreco, Mabel
Schlauch, Esther Schreiner,
Adelaide Norman and Bill
Kennedy, Thanksgivings: The
birth of Noah Daniel Rodger-
son to Daniel & Rebecca
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 5:30 Dinner; 3 4 5
6:15 Pageant Re-
hearsal, 6:30 Pray
7PM Bible Study,
7:10 Sanctuary
Choir
6 7 8 9 5:30 Dinner; 10 11 12
Advent Sunda 6:30 p.m. Prayer;
4:00 p.m. 7PM Bible Study,
Pageant 7:10 Sanctuary
Rehearsal Choir
13 14 15 16 5:30Dinner; 17 18 19
Advent Sunda 6:15 Pageant Re- 6:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m. hearsal, 6:30 Pray Pageant Christmas Pag
Youth ;F;'\é' SBlbIetStudy, Rehearsal eant
. : anctuary
Caroling choir
Z O 21 ZZ 23 No Activities 24’ 25 2 6
Advent Sunda 7:00 p.m. Christmas
Christmas
Eve Service
2 7 Z 8 2 9 3 O No Activities 31
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Announcements and Updates

Member of the Month

Annual Christmas Pageant

This month the church staff would like to recognize Rick
Anderson as our member of the month. Many young
adults, in their college and early career years, tend to pull
away from the church and invest their time elsewhere. The
church staff is grateful to see Rick step up his service to the
church. Rick helps lead our youth group meetings, volun-
teers to park cars on football Saturdays and has begun a
rotation as a sound board operator during worship. In addi-
tion, Rick often serves as a worship leader and assists the
church in many other ways. This month, when you see
Rick, tell him thanks for all he does to make our church a
good place to worship and grow.

Pledge Sunday

Sunday, November 15" is Pledge Sunday. It is the day all
the participants in our congregation bring their pledges to
support the church financially and dedicate those pledges to
the Lord by placing them upon the communion table.
Pledge cards, along with a letter from the pastor, were sent
out in late October. Extra cards are available in the foyer of
the church. Every member of our church family should
prayerfully consider what he or she can give to support the
work of Christ through our church this year. Once we all
feel right with God about what we should give, we should
fill out our pledge cards with the decided amount and return
the cards to the church on November 15™. Not only do our
written pledges solidify our commitment to God, they give
an indication to the church of how much money we can
hope to gather in the coming year. Without these written
pledges, we have no way to estimate our income for 2010.

At this writing, we have not approved a budget, but it is rea-
sonable to assume the budget for 2010 will exceed
$375,000. Although some of this budget will be funded by
contributions related to our cell towers and parking lot rent-
als, the lion share of our financial resources must come from

Calling All Christmas Pageant Cast Members!
Rehearsals for t his Thee
Ani mal 6s wllhakeiplact onavsdnesdays,
December 2 and 16 from 6:15 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., Sun-
day, December 6 from 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. and on
Friday, December 18 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
The pageant itself will be Saturday, December 19 at
5:00 p.m. Please let Curtis or Carol Ramsey-Lucas
know if your child would like to be in the pageant
and if you can help with costumes, props, or stage
management. Write or call Curtis or Carol at ramsey-

lucas@gmail.com or 301-699-5551.

the people in our congregation. Without the generous and
sacrificial gifts of those who attend our church, we would be
forced to drop important ministries, sell valuable property,
withdraw from lifesaving mission work and release highly
regarded staff. Most of us would regret having to make any
of the above decisions.

2009 has been a fruitful year in the ministries of the church.
We have added many new members, baptized eight new
Christians, continued ministries to the hungry, homeless and
economically disadvantaged, provided excellent program-
ming for our children and teenagers, built significant con-
nections between university students and young adults start-
ing their careers, kept the building in reasonably good
shape, celebrated our relationship with God through many
high points of worship, cared for the sick and homebound
among us, dedicated babies, married several young adults,
honored our senior adults, conducted comforting memorial
services and supported mission work around the world. If
we are all faithful with our material resources, even greater
things can be accomplished in 2010. Please pray about your
pledge, do what God calls you to do and join us on Novem-
ber 15 to dedicate our resources to the service of God.

Annual Church Meeting November 8th, 12:00 p.m.

Pl ease make plans now to

ing on Sunday, November 8. Following worship on that
Sunday, we will have a short break in which a light lunch
will be served and then hold our annual meeting in the sanc-
tuary. The meeting will include the consideration of our
2010 budget, the nomination of all new committee and com-
mission members, the nomination of teachers for the new
year, the election of deacons and any items of new business

bafdret the thdrch. 0 This annmiah raeetiaghwill Seplagerseme a

of our quarterly business meetings so it is very important
that as many members as possible attend. = Most of our
members cannot or do not choose to attend our Wednesday
business meetings, so we have scheduled this meeting in the
hopes of gaining wider participation on the decisions we
make as a congregation.
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Desa Foster, Administrative Assista

Email: ubc@attglobal.net

WEGRE ON THE WEB!
WWW.WEAREUBC.ORG

Upcoming Events at UBC

Wednesday Night Service

November 4  Full Wednesday Night Schedule
November 11 Full Wednesday Night Schedule
November 18 Full Wednesday Night Schedule
November 25 No Activities

Church Council and Commissions
November 9  Trustees Meet @ 7:00 p.m.
November 29 Deacons Meet @12:00 p.m.

Youth and Other Events

yNovember 8  Church Annual Meeting
November 15 Pledge Sunday

November 22  Leaf Raking (Youth Group)
November 26

Wednesday Night Schedule

5:30 p.m. Dinner

6: 30 p. m. Ch
7:00 p.m. Bible Study
7:10 p.m. Sanc. Choir

Thanksgiving Breakfast (See Deacons for Tickets)

November 26 Thanksgiving Holiday (Office Closed)
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