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Our Mission Statement: 
We are seeking to be 
transformed by God’s 
love so that we may 

continue the ministry 
of Jesus in our congre-
gation, community and 

world. 

       Last Sunday, I talked about following Christ with a  

three-eyed  faith.  The three I‟s were information, inspiration and  

implementation.  On  upcoming Wednesdays and Sundays, we  

will more closely examine these three aspects through Bible 

 study, sermons and worship experiences. 
 

Information involves the gathering of details, stories and 

 lessons so that we know how Jesus taught us to live.  Christ offer- 

ed guidance on how to find salvation, handle our anger, worship  

God, relate to money, deal  with people who don‟t like us, seek 

 forgiveness, manage our anxieties, respond to violence, pray,  

respond to challenges as large as mountains, relate to our government and prepare for 

our own death as well as a host of other issues.  Some part of each Sunday and 

Wednesday will include learning  the information of Jesus‟ teachings. 
 

Inspiration involves receiving the motivation and enthusiasm from God to do 

what Jesus taught us to do.  We have all learned about good habits, healthy practices 

and helpful ideas that, for one reason or another, we can‟t quite find the energy to put 

into practice.   Worship, communion, prayer, the testimonies of other believers, sacred 

poetry, music, praise, meditation are all conduits through which the Holy Spirit fills us 

with the desire to do what Christ has taught us to do.  Every Sunday and Wednesday, 

we include experiences designed to enliven us with the inspiration of God. 
 

Implementation involves acting on what we have been informed and inspired 

to do.  We can help one another implement the teachings of Christ by working to-

gether to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, comfort the grieving, visit the lonely, 

teach the children, evangelize the lost, liberate the oppressed and proclaim justice.  

Every Sunday and Wednesday, we will highlight opportunities to work together to do 

the deeds Jesus has called us to do. 
 

A faith that is all information is dry and detached.  A faith that is only inspira-

tion is vulnerable to delusion and manipulation.  A faith that is solely implementation 

can become drudgery and lead to self-righteousness.  A three-eyed faith, however, en-

ables us, as our mission statement says, “to be transformed by God‟s love so that we 

may continue the ministry of Jesus in our congregation, community and world.”  Join 

as often as possible to make sure that you have all three components to a healthy faith.   

Pastor John 
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Music and  Christian Education Notes 

W. Mark McIntyre, Associ-

ate Pastor for Music and 
Education 

LONGING 
 
    On September 23rd, in celebration of its 70th anniversary, theaters all across the United 

    States invited viewers to a one-day showing in HD of the MGM musical, “The Wizard 

    of Oz.” Perhaps you missed it, but I‟m sure you know the film. A version of Frank L. 

    Baum‟s childhood classic, surely you remember Judy Garland singing Somewhere Over 
    the Rainbow, Miss Gulch holding out a basket for Toto, Munchkins, the Lullaby League 

    and Lollypop Guild, good and bad witches, the ruby slippers, songs from the Scarecrow, 

    Tin Man and Cowardly Lion, and the wonderful Wizard of Oz himself ascending from 
    the Emerald City in a hot air balloon imprinted with the words “State Fair Omaha.” You 

    might even be able to say a few lines from the film such as “Oil can,” “Pay no attention 

    to that man behind the curtain,” and “I‟ll get you my pretty, and your little dog, too!” If 

you have watched the film a little too much, you know exactly when the four friends will encounter poppies along the 
Yellow Brick Road, can‟t wait for the Lion‟s tail to swish around out of his acquired guard‟s uniform as he marches into 

the Wicked Witch of the West‟s castle, and can stand and sing with gusto, If I Were King of the Forest with the Cow-

ardly Lion! 
 

Throughout the incredible adventures with the Scarecrow seeking a brain, the Tin Man a heart, and the Cowardly Lion 
courage, Dorothy Gale longs to go home. Caught up in a twister, her house lands in Munchkin land in the beautiful land 

of Oz. Glinda, the good witch of the North, gets Dorothy started on her journey to the Emerald City to see the great and 

powerful wizard who may be able to return her to Kansas. All along the way, Dorothy tells her companions about her 
longing for home. After many adventures including the “liquidating” of the Witch of the West and being left by the wiz-

ard who was suppose to return her to Kansas, Dorothy learns from Glinda, the Good Witch of the North, that she has 

always had the power to return to Kansas. By clicking her ruby slipper heels together three times and saying: “There‟s 

no place like home. There‟s no place like home,” Dorothy awakens in her bed to find Aunt Em, Uncle Henry and others 
gathered around her. To Aunt Em, Dorothy exclaims, “...all I kept saying to everybody was, „I want to go home!‟ And 

they send me home....And – Oh, Auntie Em, there‟s no place like home!” 
 

Even though the land was beautiful and the people fascinating, friendly and helpful, Dorothy still longed for home. 

Home – a place where one is loved and can love – is the place she wished to return. Beyond the wonders she experienced 
in the merry old land of Oz, home drew her back. 
 

Being created in the image and likeness of God (Imago Dei), we have an inborn longing for something beyond our-

selves, something more than who we are. We long for God. The Psalmist expresses this yearning as not for just an object 

as in something to hold, to use, to place before us which will generate contentment or satisfaction, but a longing for a 

greater, living  presence. For the Psalmist, God is vital for life. Like a thirst that can only be quenched by water, God is 
longed for in the very core of our being. As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God. My soul 

thirsts for God, for the living God. (Psalm 42:1-2a) 
 

Longing opens the heart to becoming a place of invitation. It creates a sacred space for God to dwell. In this sacred 

dwelling place, our hunger, thirst, longing, acts like wide, outstretched arms yearning for an embrace of the Holy. The 
heart‟s spacious invitation and its humble longing knows no set of criteria for the encounter and dialogue with the Di-

vine. As a place of invitation, the heart just is. No agenda. No action as to what should happen. Patiently waiting, the 

heart‟s invitation remains open for the mysterious relationship with God who is beyond, yet so near. 
 

In my own experience, this longing acts like a beacon calling me back into dialogue with my Lord when I have won-

dered away and allowed activity and thinking to obscure life in my soul. 
 

What have you longed for in life? What do you spend time longing for right now? 
 

May you find your home in God. May you recognize your own inner longing for God and act to create space in your life 
for our Lord. For as Dorothy came to understand, “There‟s no place like home!” 
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Deaths: Ida casey, Mary 
Monroe,  Eleanor Seiss, Al-

ice Moore, Alice Kemp, 

Nancy Norman, Dorcas 

Adeniji‟ Hazel Hofe, Maimo 
Welch, Sickness, Surgery 

and Recovery: (members): 
Gerry Smith, Ingrid Boone, 
Nan Allison, Dorothy Nei-

decker, Fran Hajdasz, 

Jeanette Holt,  Del Harris, 
Terry Gilead, (friends/

family of members): Court-

ney Jordan, Meredith Talley,  

La‟Kiara Watson, Hattie 
Pride, Mike Welch, Michelle 

Flores, Eric Starkey, Paul 

Robbins, Charles Rapp, Sta-
cie Taylor, Anne Clingen-

peel, Kathleen McMillan,  

Bridgett Pickett, Randy 
Springer, Dr. Dada, Elaine 

Hoffman,  Maxwell 

Poindexter, Cindy Harrold, 

Carroll Love, William 
Yancey, Carolyn Taylor, 

Brett Sherry, Peggy Scipio, 

Doris Griffin, Carol Benja-
min,  Devin Tyner, Stan 

Horyna, Non-medical 

needs: Quentara Foster and 

Family, Richard Sullivan, 
Rice and Watson families, 

Darfur; Military: Jon Cron, 

Elizabeth Gilead, and Iraq; 
Homebound: Vida David, 

Evelyn Mellinger, Genevieve 

Parreco, Mabel Schlauch, 
Esther Schreiner,  Adelaide 

Norman and Bill Kennedy 

Prayer Requests 

1 Craig Sonnemann 
3 Lasheema Watson 

5 Vida David 

6 Grace Lynn Collins 

7 Jim Morrison  
Bee Koon See 

8 Hetty Shear 

10 Benny Ramdas  
15 Alyssa Heintzelman 

18 Jerry Buckner  

Philomene Koya  
19 Stephen Toward       

21 Jonah Ramsey-Lucas  

22 Judy Shadrick  

Bobbie Sullivan 
23 Benjamin Warner  

26 Jeanette Holt  

Gerry Smith 
Liz Young  

28 Jean-Jacques Endene 

29 Julia Franchi 
30 Del Harris  

Bev Rodgerson  

Ayo Ogunmola 

October Birthdays 

3 Jackie Stroup 
4 Maggie Lusweti 

7 Alyssa Pagivnano  

8 Nick Boone  

Matthew McIntyre 
10 Esther Schreiner 

12 Tracey Chewning 

Sean Coxen 
15 Henriette Uwimana Karekezi 

16 Donna Sonnemann 

18 John Burns 
19 Olusegun Afalobi 

21 Faith Karekezi 

23 Keith Gilead 

24 Clyde Casey  
Martha Evers 

27 Steve Tucker 

29 Bonnie Davis 
 Fidji Endene 

30        Robert Gilead 

31       Charmaine Parsad 

2009  
University of Maryland  

October Football  
Schedule 

Date Opponent Time 

October 3 Clemson 

@ 

Home 

12:00 p.m. 

October 

10 

Wake Forest 

@ 

Winston  

Salem, NC 

6:30 p.m. 

October 

17 

Virginia 

@ 

Home 

TBA 

October 

24 

Duke 

@ 

Raleigh, NC 

TBA 

Food Pantry Update 

For the month of September, we 

packed for 27 families, feeding 91    

people.  Thank you for all your 

donations and support. At this time, 

the pantry is in need of winter stables 

which include: hot chocolate, dried 

beans such as northern, black eye 

peas, and green peas.  We are also in 

need of corn bread mix, canned fruit 

and saltines. 

Again thank you for you support, 

Terry 

Attendance Update 

September Averages 
 

Worship: 132 

Bible Study: 40 
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Financial Report 

Special UBC Financial Report  

Date of Preparation - September 21, 2009  

FY 09 budget:  $            392,427.61    

FY 08 Final Balance  $              14,614.76    

General Offering   Selected Designated Offerings  

Rcvd August 2009:   Rcvd August 2009:  

Tithes and Offerings  $              22,359.94    

Other  $                4,670.73  Flowers  $            294.00 

Total  $              27,030.67  Memorial Fund  $            200.00 

Monthly budget  $              32,702.30  Buck Lodge Middle School  $            465.00 

Income received (yr-to-date)  $            220,190.48  Brazil Ministry  $              50.00 

Needed (yr-to-date)  $            253,490.73  Study Class Books  $              35.00 

Net  $            (33,300.25)    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2Church  
Council Meets  
@ 7PM 

3 4 5:30 Dinner 

6:30 Childrenôs 
Choir & Prayer  
7PM BS, 7:10 SC 

5 6 7 

8 
Church Annual 

Meeting 

9 10 115:30 Dinner 
6:30 Childrenôs 
Choir & Prayer  
7PM BS, 7:10 SC 

12 13 14 

15 
Pledge Sunday 

 

16 17 185:30 Dinner 
6:30 Childrenôs 
Choir & Prayer  
7PM BS, 7:10 SC 

19   8:30 AM 
Thanksgiving 

Breakfast 

20 21 

22Youth rake 
leaves after  
worship 

23 24 25 
No Activities 

26Thanksgiving 
Office Closed 

27 28 

29 30      

NOVEMBER 2009 
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Announcements and Updates 

Please make plans now to attend our church‟s annual meeting 
on Sunday, November 8.  Following worship on that Sunday, 

we will have a short break and then hold our annual meeting 

in the sanctuary.  The meeting will include the consideration 

of our 2010 budget, the nomination of all new committee and 
commission members, the nomination of teachers for the new 

year, the election of deacons and any items of new business 

before the church.  This annual meeting will replace some of 
our quarterly business meetings so it is very important that as 

many members as possible attend.   Most of our members 

cannot or do not choose to attend our Wednesday business 
meetings, so we have scheduled this meeting in the hopes of 

gaining wider participation on the decisions we make as a 

congregation.  See you then. 

Annual Church Meeting 

Committee on the Church Future 

On Sunday, September 20, the church voted 55 to 
8 against any proposal to put a new church build-

ing on the site of our current parsonage.  This, 

effectively, concludes our negotiations with the 

Ironwood development corporation since that 
corporation‟s offer was based on our willingness 

to build on that site.  The Committee on the 

Church Future will meet in October to begin de-
veloping a plan to help the church respond to our 

current building issues either through renovation 

or new construction.  A report of this meeting 
will be brought to our church annual meeting on 

November 8. 

Our congregation will have opportunities this month  to 
celebrate the lives of two of our beloved members who 

have gone on to be with the Lord.  On Monday, October 

19, at 11:00 a.m., we will thank God for the life of Cleo 

Hodges who has been a devoted member of our church for 
many years.  The following Saturday, October 24th at 1:00 

p.m., we will hold a memorial service for Maimo Welch, a 

woman who followed Christ through ninety-nine years of 
life.  The entire congregation is encouraged to attend these 

services. 

Member of the Month 

Adult Sunday School  
Class Schedule 

College & Career  Room 134 
Pastor‟s Class  Room 214 

Sermon Text Class Room Parlor 

Combined Class Room 131 

Upcoming Memorial Services 

If you would like to contribute to The Evan-

gel, contact the church office or email us at 

ubc@attglobal.net.   

This month, the church staff would like to recognize Alissa 
Casey as our member of the month.  Alissa has enthusiasti-

cally taken on the role as the teacher for our middle-school 

Sunday School class.  All the middle-schoolers are reporting a 

very good learning experience as Alissa guides them through 
a new curriculum designed to deepen their experience of 

God‟s presence in their lives.  Alissa also serves on our Edu-

cation Commission so this month, when you see her, tell her 
thanks for using her gifts in this important ministry. 

Kathleen Hellington is offering a new ministry to peo-

ple who, because of financial difficulties, cannot af-

ford to get their hair cut or colored.  She is willing to 

cut or color hair without charge on Monday mornings 

in a room at our church for those without funds to pur-
sue such services elsewhere.  Kathleen already pro-

vides members of our congregation with a 20% dis-

count off her salon prices.  However, even with the 

discount, there may be those who cannot use their lim-

ited funds in that way.  If you'd like to  set up an ap-

pointment with Kathleen here at church, email her at 

fuzzyphuzzy@yahoo.com.  She advises us to 

put “hair” in the subject line.  If you don‟t have com-

puter access, you may call her at 301-793-2007. 

New Ministry 
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Wednesday Night Service 

October 7 Full Wednesday Night Schedule 

October 14 Full Wednesday Night Schedule 

October 21 Full Wednesday Night Schedule 
October 28 Full Wednesday Night Schedule 

 

 

Church Council and Commissions 

October 5 Education Commission Meets  @7:00 p.m. 

October 11 Trustees Meet              @12:00 p.m. 
October 25 Deacons Meet                @ 12:00 p.m. 

October 25 Education Commission Meet @12:00 p.m. 

 

Youth and Other Events 
October 13 Community Cafe 

October 25 Reformation Sunday 

October 25 4th & 9th Graders Receive Bibles in Worship 

 
 

Upcoming Events at UBC 

Wednesday Night Schedule 

 

5:30 p.m.  Dinner 

6: 30 p.m. Childrenôs Choir  

7:00 p.m.  Bible Study 

7:10 p.m.  Sanc. Choir 


