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Our Mission 
 Statement: 

We are seeking to be 
transformed by God’s 
love so that we may 

continue the ministry 
of Jesus in our con-

gregation, community 
and world. 

 

For some time now, leaders in the church have been expres- 
sing a desire to see our church formulate a clearer dream for the future 

of our congregation.  Several people have suggested that we need a  

process to think through various options for ministry and growth and  

hone in on a unified plan for working together to serve Christ in the  
coming years. 
 

I’ve investigated several options and have found three con- 
cepts that hold promise for completing such a visioning process.  One  

is called The Simple Church.  The process allows us to clarify a path 

from where we are today to a place of more effective spiritual growth  
and effective ministry by crystalizing our sacred hopes and dreams into two or three empha-

sis and pursuing those under the leadership of the Spirit.  The teachers of this way of doing 

church have come to believe that many churches dissipate their energy by going in random 

and scattered directions rather than centering in on the part of God’s work that is assigned to 
their particular expression of the body of Christ.  There is a strong evaluative component to 

this process which helps individual members ascertain if growth is indeed happening in their 

lives and also reveals whether overall growth is taking place in the church. 
 

The second concept is called Missional Church.  This perspective on church life 

stimulates the church to be outwardly focused on the community and world. The American 

Baptist Churches have many resources to help our church get clearer on how to use the re-
sources God has given us to be on mission in God’s world. 

 

Lastly a concept entitled Natural Church Development has helped many congrega-
tions like ours experience slow and steady growth in ministry, spiritual renewal and evan-

gelism.  Based on eight principles of healthy church life, this methodology helps congrega-

tions identify the principles which are weakest in their particular church and commit to a 

long term plan of strengthening what is frail until the whole church expresses full spiritual 
vitality.  Over 50,000 churches around the world have implemented this strategy with good 

results. 

Although it may seem overwhelming, the three concepts actually dovetail nicely 
and hold a lot of promise for allowing the Spirit to move us in the right direction as a con-

gregation.  To help us begin this process together, we will have a Congregational Gather-

ing for Reflection and Direction on Saturday, October 23rd and Sunday, October 24.  
The gathering is for everyone who thinks of University as their church whether they are of-

ficially members or not.  We will begin at 1:00 p.m. Saturday and conclude with dinner, 

then return Sunday morning for further discussion and worship.  Please plan to participate in 

this very important gathering.        Pastor John 
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Music and  Christian Education Notes 

W. Mark McIntyre, Associate 

Pastor for Music and Education 
 

                                         PROMOTION SUNDAY  
        Sunday, September 12, children and youth will promote to their new Bible  

                    Study classes! Everyone is invited to join the children and youth in the Prayer         

                    Meeting Room that Sunday at 9:45 a.m. for an advancement ceremony, breakfast  

        treats, songs and Bible games. 
 

      YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS.. 

                    ALL sixth through twelfth graders are  invited to participate in youth events!  

        Bring a friend too! Youth group meeting dates (Sundays immediately following  

        worship) and activities for the fall are:          

            9/26 - Youth Group 

     10/2 - Football Parking (Saturday) 

        10/24 - Youth Group 

        11/14 - Youth Group 
                                                                                11/21 - Leaf Raking 

                                                                                 12/12 - Caroling 

JOIN THE MUSIC MINISTRY!  

The Music Ministry of University Baptist Church seeks to enable all people who worship here to enter into the pres-

ence of God and be transformed by God’s love through the medium of music. This ministry supports a musically di-

verse community of believers by enhancing worship and other church activities with various musical styles, forms and 

languages representative of the congregation.  

Numerous people are involved in the music ministry at University Baptist.  Choral groups include the Sanctuary Choir 

and the Children’s Choir.  Instrumentalists support the weekly worship services.  Soloists from across the D.C., Vir-

ginia and Maryland area grace worship as do those singing in duets, trios and occasionally a quartet!  

JOIN US! 

All choirs are open to new members NOW! Choirs will begin new repertoire in September.  If you would like to be a 

part of a new Praise Band described below or participate as an instrumentalist/vocalist in worship, please see me soon! 

The Sanctuary Choir leads in worship on a weekly basis. The choir sings music from classical to contemporary, from 

unison to multiple parts and from short hymns and choruses to anthems and large choral works.  In partnership with 

Zion Baptist Church in Washington, D.C., the choir has grown in their ability to sing spirituals and black gospel music. 

Favorite composers of the choir are Gabriel Faure, John Rutter, Richard Smallwood, Marty Haugen, Glenn Burleigh 

and Darlene Zschech. Rehearsals resume on Wednesday evening September 15 at 7:10 p.m. in the choir room. 

Full of energy and vitality, older preschoolers through 6th grade children sing their hearts out every Wednesday eve-

ning from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. in the choir room.  They enjoy creative movement, sign language, playing instruments, 
singing and praising God! The CHILDRENôS CHOIR will resume rehearsals Wednesday, September 15. 

 

Vocalists/Instrumentalists 
Male and female...young and old...all grace the worship services at University Baptist. From professional singers and 

players to those just learning to use their voices and instruments to praise God, one can hear hymns, choruses, spiritu-

als, gospel, classical and even barbershop quartet music glorifying God. If you would like to assist the congregation in 

worship through singing or playing, please contact me at your convenience. 

Continued on page 3 
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Deaths: Evelyn Ogbuneke-

Sickness, Surgery and Re-

covery: (members): Rick 

Spencer, Betty Thompson, 

Joel Mateer, Genevieve Par-
reco,  Virginia Kitchen, 

Connie Smith, Nan Allison, 

Del Harris,   (friends/

family of members): Andy 

Corrigan, Vance Bokis, W. 

O. McIntyre (Pastor Mark’s 
Father), Art Story, Betty 

Kaley, BJ Green, Nan 

Helm, Staria Alexander,  

Shirley Reid, Sandy Jones, 
Ronda Lennon, Michelle 

Flores, Steve Thaxton, 

Sharon Galankos, Dennis 
Haeder,  Edd Jacobs, Jac-

queline Meline, Meredith 

Talley, Hattie Pride, Eric 
Starkey, Paul Robbins, Sta-

cie Taylor, Anne Clingen-

peel, Kathleen McMillan,  

Bridgett Pickett, Randy 
Springer, Dr. Dada, Elaine 

Hoffman,  Maxwell 

Poindexter, Cindy Harrold, 
William Yancey, Brett 

Sherry, Peggy Scipio, Carol 

Benjamin,  Devin Tyner, 

Stan Horyna, Non-medical 

needs:  THe Foster Family, 

The White family, The Peo-

ple of Haiti, Richard Sulli-
van, Rice and Watson fami-

lies, Darfur; Military: Jon 

Cron, Elizabeth Gilead, and 
Iraq; Peace Corp: Anna 

Cowell, Homebound: 

Gerry Smith, Vida David,  

Esther Schreiner,  Adelaide 
Norman and Bill Kennedy,  

Prayer Requests 

3 Jackie Stroup 
4 Maggie Lusweti 

7 Alyssa Pagivnano  

8 Nick Boone  

Matthew McIntyre 
Christina Smith 

10 Esther Schreiner 

12 Tracey Chewning 
Sean Coxen 

15 Henriette Uwimana Karekezi 

16 Donna Sonnemann 
18 John Burns 

19 Olusegun Afalobi 

21 Faith Karekezi 

23 Keith Gilead 
24 Clyde Casey  

Martha Evers 

27 Steve Tucker 
29 Bonnie Davis 

 Fidji Endene 

30          Robert Gilead 
31 Charmaine Parsad 

September Birthdays 

2 Ravi Amin  
Melody Bratton 

4 Alan Burton 

5 Joshua Stroup 

6 Bob Tarter 
Linda Sutton 

Ser Nam Lim 

7 Mary Smith 
8 William Yancey, Jr. 

13 Daniel Stroup  

16 Joan Taylor 
18 Walter Smith 

20 Biddy Oke  

Gloria Karekezi  

21 Richard Anderson  
Ronke Adeniji 

22 Adebanke Adeniji 

 Grace Afolabi 
23 Korpo Cooper 

26 Emily Young 

27 Joy Lim Aiwen   
29 Stephen Scott 

Thank you for all your donations and 

support. At this time, the pantry is well 

stocked. 

 Terry 

Attendance Update 

July/August Averages 
 

Worship: 137 

Bible Study: 35 

Food Pantry Update 

Pastor Mark continued  
from page 2 

The new Praise Band will focus on 
leading the congregation in worship 

by enhancing the music the congrega-

tion has grown to love and found 

meaningful with very contemporary 
music written by composers from 

around the world such as Matt 

Redman, Graham Kendrick, Brian 
Doerksen, Twila Paris and Kirk 

Franklin. Rehearsal times and days 

will vary according to schedules. If 
you play drums, guitar, bass or percus-

sion, this could be the place of praise 

for you!                    Pastor Mark 

Dear Church Family at University Baptist Church, 
It is with great love from University to us that Connie has pulled thru the last 5 1/2 

months of being on the brink of the end of life here, now that she is able to eat and 

taste food again it is like starting a second life. Our love and thankfulness goes out 

to those who have remembered Connie and I by prayers and cards and phone calls 
during these stressful days, and now on the road to recovery.  We are grateful. 

Walter and Connie Smith 
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Special Thank You to the Sonnemanns and Linda Sutton 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
MD Football Parking 

3       World  
Communion Sunday 

4  Church Council 
Meets 

5 6 
Wednesday Night 

Services 

7 8 9 

10 11 12 
Community Cafe 

13 
Wednesday Night 

Services 

14 15 16 

17 
Youth Group 

18 19 20 
Wednesday Night 

Services 

21 22 23 
Congregational  

Gathering 

24 
Congregational  

Gathering 

25 26 27 
Wednesday Night 

Services 

28 29 30 
MD Football Parking 

31 Reformation 
Sunday, Baptism & 
Deacons Meet 

      

OCTOBER 2010 

After several years of service to our church, Craig and Donna Sonnemann have discerned a leadership from God to 
return to their home church, First Baptist Church of Hyattsville.  Donna especially has deep roots in that congrega-

tion.  We send them to that congregation with our love, prayers and deep gratitude.  Donna has served as a deacon, 

Sunday School teacher and helper in many facets of our ministry.  Craig has given us countless hours of volunteer 

service as our Treasurer as well as been an integral part of our Sanctuary Choir.  We will miss them and intend to 
stay connected as they engage in new acts of ministry in our sister church. 

 

Linda Sutton and her husband Dave have retired and have built a new home in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.  
Linda has given selflessly to our church as a deacon and the head of our Kitchen Committee.  Nobody knows the 

exact number of hours that she has spent serving others in our kitchen but the amount is significant.  We will miss 

her greatly and wish her and Dave well in their new community. 

Special Announcement 

As of August 23, the church general account was running a deficit of $18,000.  This is actually an improvement 
from the end of July.  Any extra contributions to help reduce this deficit will be eagerly received.  Make checks to 
University Baptist Church.  No special notation is necessary. 
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Announcements and Updates 

New Intern Arrives 

Carmella Jones is a seminary student at Wesley Semi-
nary in Washington D.C.  On Sunday, September 12, 

Carmella will start a sixteen month internship with 

our church.  She will be with us for eight months then 

break for the summer and return in the fall of 2011 
for another eight months of service.  In that time, we 

will be helping to train Carmella in ministry as she 

offers her gifts of service to our church. 
 

Carmella was raised in Flint, Michigan by parents 

who were also pastors.  She is the eldest of four 
daughters.  Ms. Jones earned her undergraduate de-

gree in nursing from Saginaw Valley State University 

and her  graduate degree from Trinity College in 

Washington,  D.C.  with a  specialty in community 
health education and wellness promotion. 
 

Currently, Carmella serves as a registered nurse and 
director of the Faith Community Nurse Program at 

Holy Cross Hospital in Silver Spring, Maryland.  She 

is in her third year as a part time student at Wesley 

and hopes to graduate in 2012.  Carmella loves mis-
sions and Biblical storytelling.  In her down time, she 

enjoys reading, gardening and traveling.  We look 

forward to welcoming Carmella on September 12. 
 

Ingrid Boone and Pastor John will serve as supervi-

sors of Ms. Jones.  Kenny Swift, as well as a few 

other members of the congregation, will form a com-
mittee to give Carmella further guidance in her train-

ing period with our church. 

Member (s) of the Month 

Feasibility Study Completed 

Our fall schedule of Wednesday night dinners, prayer 
meeting, Bible study and choir will resume on September 

15.  Watch the bulletin for specific details of programming 

and topics for Bible Study. 

Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting  
& Bible Study 

Our 2011 Budget will be released to the church on Sunday, 
November 7.  The following Wednesday, November 10, 

we will hold an informal discussion on the budget at 6:30 

p.m.  The 2011 Budget will then be considered and voted 

on in our Annual Meeting following worship on Sunday, 
November 14. 

Budget Process Announced  

In July, another successful PASSPORT mission trip was conducted by three adult sponsors that we want to honor 
as members of the month.  Dana Friedeman, Shawn Turonis and Pat Collins donated a week’s vacation to shep-

herding 13 youth safely to Boston, Massachusetts and back.    The teenagers had a great time, did good work, grew 

closer to one another and God and returned with great enthusiasm.  Only exceptional adult sponsors can make such 

good things happen.  So this month, when you see Dana, Shawn and Pat tell them thank you for their wonderful 
investment in the lives of our youth. 

Johnson and Johnson Architects have finished their feasi-
bility study of the conditions of our building and recom-

mendations for modernization.   They have made extensive 

recommendations concerning a building they believe is in 

need of major renovation.   The cost of these renovations 
exceeds 2 million dollars.  The Committee on the Church 

Future and Trustees will review this study and bring fur-

ther information to the church in the near future. 

If you would like contribute to the 
Evangel , call the church office. 

You may share announcements, 

articles, changes, etc.  Email the 

office at ubc@attglobal.net or 
give us a call at the office 301-

422-1430.  Contributions from all 

are welcome! 

Comedy Corner 
What Kids Have to Say About Love (from Church Humor) 

On the role of good looks in love 

“It isn’t always just how you look.  Look at me.  I’m handsome like anything and I 

haven’t got anybody to  marry me yet.  (Gary, 7) 

“Beauty is skin deep, but how rich you are can last a long time.” ( Christine, 9) 
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Wednesday Night Service 
September  1 Summer Schedule   

September  8 Summer Schedule 

September 15 Full Schedule Resumes 

September 22 Full Schedule 

September 29 Full Schedule 

 

Church Council and Commissions 
September 12 Committee on the Church Future and Trustees Meet (Combined) 

September 26 Deacons Meet 

 

Youth and Other Events 

September 11 MD Football Parking 

September 12 Promotion Sunday @ 9:45AM 

September 12 New Intern Arrives 

September 19 Youth Group Meets  

September 25 MD Football Parking 
 

Important Dates in November  
 

November 7  Annual Budget Released  
November 10  Internal Budget Discussion @ 6:30 PM  
November 14  Annual Business Meeting @12:30 PM  

Upcoming Events at UBC 

Full Wednesday Night Schedule 
 

5:30pm Dinner 

6:30pm Childrenôs Choir/Activity 

6:30 pm Prayer Meeting 

7:00 pm Prayer Meeting 

7:10 pm Sanctuary Choir 


